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Self-policing the graffi ti wall

Continued on next page

As Athens reopens, community 
events are slated.
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Sarah Donaldson
Athens NEWS Intern

W
hen Ava Da Re, a senior 
at Ohio University 
studying painting and 

drawing, saw a picture in a group 
chat of the graffiti wall on the Ath-
ens campus defaced with a swastika 
Saturday afternoon, she headed to 
Richland Avenue to cover it up.

� e graffi  ti wall, located off  Richland Avenue, currently shows a mural memorializing Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd. Photo by Sarah Donaldson.

But when she arrived at the 
wall, a fresh layer of black paint 
already eclipsed the anti-Semitic 
symbol. Someone had beat her to 
it.

The graffiti wall currently dons 
a Black Lives Matter memorial 
with portraits of Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor and George Floyd 
— three black individuals killed 
in recent weeks whose deaths have 

sparked demonstrations across 
the country in response to police 
brutality.

Da Re said that when this other 
person covered up the anti-Semitic 
symbol, however, some drops of 
black paint ran and also obscured 
part of George Floyd’s name, 
painted originally in a shimmering 
gold.

“It kind of hurt me,” she said 

in an interview. “It’s unfortunate 
that in the process of covering up 
that hatred, the original beauty of 
this mural and even just the tiny 
bit of this man’s name, which had 
been done beautifully in gold spray 
paint, got even slightly messed up.”

Da Re decided to add her own 
touch to the mural. She took some 
of the white paint she brought with 


