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OU marks 13 sites for surplus sale
By Cole Behrens and Corinne Colbert
Athens NEWS Team

M
ore than a dozen properties owned 
by Ohio University — including parts 
of The Ridges, several buildings in 

Uptown Athens and the largest known remnant 
of the original forest of southeastern Ohio — may 
be listed as surplus and available for sale if the 
Board of Trustees approves.

The list of 13 properties was included in a 
Sept. 29 press release about the October 7–8 
board meeting. 

The “portfolio reduction plan,” as it is de-
scribed in the agenda, will be presented on Oct. 
7. (The presentation is scheduled for 2:15 p.m.) 
The body will then decide whether to approve the 

university’s request to declare the properties “as 
surplus” and available for lease or sale. The prop-
erties would be included in “the State’s impend-
ing land conveyance bill,” according to a memo 
from Joseph Trubacz, interim vice president for 
finance and administration, Dominick Brook, di-
rector of real estate and Shawna Wolfe, associate 
vice president for university planning.

A land conveyance bill authorizes the sale of 
real property within the three-year period after 
passage of the bill; it does not require the sale if 
an alternative is chosen.

Reducing the university’s real estate portfolio 
was discussed at the board’s April 2021 meeting 
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 What’s
happening

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

I
n previous meetings, Athens City Council 
had been resisting Athens Steve Patterson’s 
drive toward hiring his selected candidate for 

the Arts, Parks and Recreation director position. 
But on Monday night, council changed its tune.

On Monday, council approved Patterson’s 
request to pay his selected candidate a salary 
equivalent to $68,000 a year, or 34% of the pay 
grade for the position. Council must approve 
salaries for new hires that are above 25% of the 
pay grade.

It also appears that Patterson’s choice for the 
role has some level of connection to his family — 
although he has said he has never met the her.

Patterson has identified the candidate as Kath-
erine Ann Jordan, a visiting professor in Ohio 
University’s department of Recreation, Sport 
Pedagogy, and Consumer Sciences. Jordan will 
fill the vacancy left when previous director Terri 
Moore resigned in August.

Council voted 6–1 on Patterson’s request, with 
council member Arian Smedley gave the sole 
“no” vote. In the meeting, she asked Patterson for 
information about Jordan beyond the provided 
resume and cover letter that might justify a sig-
nificant pay increase.

Patterson said Jordan had made a counterof-
fer for the pay raise and he felt she deserved the 
higher salary.

“I believe, as you have the full curriculum 
vitae for that individual, hopefully you recognize 
this individual is immensely qualified for this po-
sition, and is worthy of a pay increase of $2,000 
a year more than what I am authorized to pay,” 
Patterson said.

Jordan earned a bachelor’s degree in recre-
ation management from Appalachian State Uni-
versity, a master’s in recreation and leisure studies 
from the University of Georgia and a doctorate in 
parks, recreation, and tourism management from 
Clemson University, as well as a postdoctoral 
fellowship in recreation, parks, and tourism at 
Indiana University–Bloomington, according to 
her resume. She was a graduate assistant at both 
UGA and Clemson.

In addition to her current position at Ohio 
University, Jordan has been a visiting professor 
at Indiana University. In Athens, Jordan worked 
with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife on a diversity and inclusion 
focused project, according to her cover letter. She 
also worked with the Outdoor Recreation Coun-

Wikimedia Commons: ChristopherM

Among the properties OU may sell is Dysart Woods. Lo-
cated in Belmont County, the site contains one of the  last 
remaining stands of uncut forest in southeastern Ohio. Continued on next page

Council drops resistance 
to Arts, Parks and Rec hire


