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Board of Elections affi rms reports of 
damaging signage at Alexander polls

Continued on next page

You guessed it — virtual events.
See page 9

 What’s
happening

By Ben Peters
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

D
ebbie Quivey, director of the Athens County 
Board of Elections, presented findings of an 
investigation last Tuesday afternoon that con-

firmed signs incorrectly warning voters that ballots cast 
for Katie O’Neill, a candidate for the 94th district seat in 
the Ohio House of Representatives, wouldn’t be counted 
were posted in voting booths at the Alexander Well-
ness Center polling location on Election Day for several 
hours before being discarded.

Quivey’s investigation corroborates through dozens 
of affidavits signed by poll workers that the episode in 
Alexander was an isolated incident of human error that 
wasn’t replicated at any other voting locations across the 
county.

Quivey, who spoke before the Board of Elections 
and other county officials in the Athens City Council 
Chambers, said that the neon orange signs were never 
removed from voting booths after the primary election.

She instructed all polling locations to remove the 
signage from voting booths after Ohio’s May primary 
election where O’Neill was disqualified from the ballot 
after the Board of Elections voted to remove her follow-
ing a protest filed by Nelsonville resident who alleged 
she wasn’t a resident of Ohio House District 94 for at 
least a year prior to the general election.

The Supreme Court of Ohio ultimately overruled 
the Board of Elections vote in a 6-1 decision, saying it 
in some cases “clearly disregarded applicable law” by re-
jecting her petition to run for office, effectively allowing 
her to receive votes in the general election.

“Unfortunately, Alexander did not think of it. I stand 
by 100 percent; I feel this was absolutely a mistake on 
their part,” Quivey said in defense of poll workers at the 
location.

There was a total of five signs posted at the Alexan-
der location that for hours spread blatant misinforma-
tion to voters about O’Neill’s status as a candidate. Four 
were removed around 9 a.m., more than two hours after 
the polls opened, after an election official noticed them, 
according to a handwritten affidavit signed by nearly 20 
poll workers in Alexander. The remaining sign wasn’t 
removed until around 2 p.m. when a voter questioned 
an official about it.

“Lady was extremely upset, stating that someone (a 
worker) should have noticed this, what a disgrace, this Athens County Board of Elections Director Debbie Quivey brandishing torn scraps of the signs recovered 

from a trash can. Photo by Ben Peters.


