
Athens’ Favorite Newspaper since 1977

Vernon R. Alden dies
Alden was the 15th president of 
Ohio University.
See page 2

SEORJ death lawsuit
A woman fi led a lawsuit for the 
wrongful death of her mother.
See page 3

Poll highlights Ohio
Southern Ohioans favor sending 
students back to school in fall.
See page 11
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Classifi ed staff ers and members of the AFSCME Local 1699 union rallied Saturday on State Street against Ohio University layoff s. Photo by Ben Peters.

Continued on next page

Farmers market, anyone?
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Sydney Dawes and Ben Peters

E
ighty one Ohio University 
employees were notifi ed on 
June 23 that their positions 

have been eliminated.
� is personnel reduction 

includes classifi ed employees, ac-
cording to a letter written by OU 
President Duane Nellis.

� e university, however, stated 
that it expects to rehire 23 of these 

positions for “an anticipated net 
reduction of 58 positions,” accord-
ing to the letter.

A total of 63 classifi ed positions, 
17 administrative positions, and 
one hourly research position that is 
classifi ed as a non-bargaining unit/
unclassifi ed have been eliminated 
across the university, the release 
stated. Of those positions, 44 are 
part of the university’s “administra-
tive support reorganization” in the 

College of Arts and Sciences.
“In order to create a college cen-

tralized service model, the College 
of Arts and Sciences will post 23 
new jobs: 20 classifi ed and 3 admin-
istrative,” Nellis said in the letter.

� e remaining 38 eliminated 
positions are in various academic 
and administrative units across the 
university, according to the Nellis.

Once the new positions in the 
College of Arts and Sciences service 

center are fi lled by current em-
ployees, the university expects a 
net reduction of 43 classifi ed staff  
positions, 14 administrative posi-
tions, and one hourly position that 
is classifi ed as non-bargaining unit/
unclassifi ed, or a total of 58 posi-
tions overall, Nellis stated.

“As you know, the university 
faced budget challenges prior to the 
pandemic as a result of shi� ing

OU announces 
elimination of 
81 postions


