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Edwards responds
Rep. Jay Edwards speaks out 
about Rep. Householder arrest.
See page 2

Fall semester at OU
AAUP demands OU proceed 
virtually during the upcoming 
academic year.
See page 3

Squish the bug!
A sensory fl oor is waiting for 
students at Coolville Elementary.
See page 9
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Athens schools to begin virtually

Continued on next page

Walking tour of The Ridges, 
anyone?
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Sydney Dawes
Athens NEWS Editor

A
thens City School District 
students will begin this up-
coming semester by learning 

remotely, but district officials will re-
evaluate the state of the district later 
this fall and plans may be adjusted.

The ACSD Board of Education 
convened virtually on Thursday 

Athens High School. Photo by Ben Peters.

evening in a Zoom meeting that 
spanned four hours to discuss how 
students and staff will interact this 
upcoming school year, among other 
agenda items.

The Board previously met in a 
special meeting earlier this month 
to discuss the possibility of mov-
ing to an online-only school model 
for the upcoming fall semester in 
response to the rising number of 

confirmed and probable coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases in the area. Board 
members voiced approval of such a 
model, but also voiced concern over 
committing to an online format for 
the entirety of a semester.

ACSD Superintendent Tom 
Gibbs posted a list of recommenda-
tions for the fall semester on the 
school district’s website. First and 
foremost, Gibbs recommended full 

online instruction for all students for 
the fall semester. He also recom-
mended that district officials reas-
sess the conditions of the current 
health emergency during the month 
of November 2020 to determine if 
face-to-face instruction can begin at 
the return from winter break.

“Any decision for Winter 


