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A
fter years of taking community input on 
the topic, Athens City Council heard first 
reading Monday of a suite of ordinances 

that would regulate short-term rentals.
Supportive council members said the short-

term rental ordinance would supplement low-
income households and generate revenue for the 
city through the hotel tax.

The ordinance defines short-term rentals as 
property leases for less than 30 days. Short-term 
rentals have become popular as services like 
VRBO and Airbnb emerged to help rental owners 
advertise and book stays.

The proposal is similar to one introduced in 
early 2020, following a proposal approved by The 
Athens City Planning Commission in January of 
that year. Discussion of short-term rentals has 
been on the table since 2016, when a local group 
encouraged the city to take up the matter.

The ordinance was up for first reading on 
Monday, meaning there will be two more op-
portunities for discussion at City Council before a 
vote, as well as a public hearing on the matter.

A place to rest your head
Council member Chris Fahl, who sponsored 

the package of ordinances, said the details of the 
ordinances reflect input from numerous residents, 
community organizations and city committees.

According to the proposed ordinance govern-
ing the requirements of short-term rentals, peo-
ple who are resident owners of a home anywhere 
in the city could receive a permit allowing them 
to accommodate guests through for less than 30 
days. Nonresident property owners can have no 
more than three adult renters, plus related chil-
dren, staying for less than 30 days. Additionally, 
nonresidents’ homes must be located either on 
an R-1 (residential zone) lot that borders an R-2, 
R-3 zone, or B-zone; or the home must front East 
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Thousands at OU remain unvaxxed Thousands at OU remain unvaxxed 
after requirement deadline passesafter requirement deadline passes
By Corinne Colbert
Athens NEWS Editor

I
n late August, Ohio University announced that 
students and employees would have to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19 by November 15. That 

deadline passed on Monday — and more than 10% 
of students and staff remain unvaccinated.

Compliance diverges widely between the 
main campus in Athens and OU’s five regional 
campuses, most located in counties where vac-
cination rates remain well below the state average 
(see table on page 3).

As of Tuesday, more than 4,200 OU students 
and employees were unvaccinated. Of those, 
1,644 (38.35%) had been granted exceptions 
from the requirement for medical or conscien-
tious reasons. That leaves 2,440 students and 218 
employees unvaccinated without an exemption.

Vaccination rates, test results, infection rates 
and other data is reported online at ohio.edu/
coronavirus/dashboard. The figures are updated 
on Tuesdays. Even so, the information on the 
dashboard may not present an accurate picture 
of individuals’ status, said Gillian Ice, head of 
COVID Operations.

“I’m sure some people will submit their exemp-

tions at 11:59 p.m.,” she said last week. “It will take 
us a little while to get our ducks in a row.”

Exemptions from the rule
University policy allows exemptions for medical 

reasons or conscientious beliefs on either moral/
ethical grounds or “sincerely held religious beliefs.”

As of Tuesday, OU had approved 1,644 
exemptions — 200 more than it had approved 
by the middle of last week. At that point, 539 
exemption applications were under review. Only 
35 requests — less than 2% of all applications — 
had been denied.

“We’re being very lenient with the exemp-
tions,” said spokesperson Carly Leatherwood.

Most exemptions are requested on religious 
grounds, followed by reasons of conscience, ac-
cording to Gillian Ice, head of OU’s COVID Op-
erations. “We have fewer applications for medical 
exemptions, which have much more specific 
criteria,” Ice said. “Few of those are granted.”

Some applications for medical exemptions 
cite concerns about the vaccines’ safety or 
long-term effects; those applications are denied, 
Leatherwood said. Often, the same individual 
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Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine observed an Ohio University vaccination clinic last April.  File photo 


