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Open for business in Athens

But workers, biz owners still worried about pandemic
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

W
ith Ohio’s retail stores allowed to reopen this Tuesday, and 
much of the rest of Ohio’s economy set to reopen this Friday 
and later this month, some Athens business owners and work-

ers are worried about keeping themselves, and their customers safe.
Starting on Friday, May 15, Ohio’s bars and restaurants can reopen 

their outdoor spaces, and Ohio’s barbers, hair salons, day spas and 

tattoos parlors can reopen as well, per directives from Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine and his administration. Meanwhile, starting on May 21, bars 
and restaurants can reopen their indoor spaces, although all of these 
businesses will be required to take precautions.

While many local business owners interviewed said they need to 
reopen in order to keep paying their bills, they worried about how best to 
balance customer and employee safety during the ongoing coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Continued on page 2

Jonathan Bernard, left , is the owner of the Ohio Valley Running Company on Station Street in Athens. He’s pictured here on Tuesday outside that business on its fi rst day of re-
opening to the public. He said he’s worried about how much the pandemic, and declining enrollment at OU, will hurt Athens businesses.  Photo by Conor Morris. 


