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Virtual town hall
OU professors discussed fears 
over fall semester.
See page 3

ACSD discusses fall
Schools  may use remote learn-
ing this fall semester.
See page 8

Wiant lawsuit fi led
The Wiant family recently fi led a 
suit against Silver Serpent.
See page 10
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Athens County rises to Level 3
County on COVID-19 advisory system watchlist

� e City of Athens passed a mask mandate ordinace earlier this month, before masks were required by the 
state in the entire county. Here is a sign in Uptown Athens reminding people to “mask up.” Photo by Ben Peters. Continued on next page

Art. Food. Dungeons and 
Dragons.
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Sydney Dawes
Athens NEWS Editor

A
thens County now is classified as a “Level 3” 
county under the state’s Public Health Advisory 
Alert System. As a result, those inside the county 

are required to wear a facial covering in public spaces.
This countywide mandate, implemented on the state 

level to all Level 3 counties, came into effect on  the 
evening of Friday, July 17.

Earlier this month, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
unveiled a new COVID-19 warning system, the Ohio 
Public Health Advisory Alert System.

The system measures the severity of the virus in 
Ohio’s counties by several case indicators: new cases per 
capita, sustained increase in new cases, proportion of 
cases that are not congregate cases, sustained increase in 
emergency room visits, sustained increase in outpatient 
visits, sustained increase in new COVID-19 hospital ad-
missions and intensive care unit (ICU) bed occupancy.

These indicators determine at what “level” a county 
rests in the Public Health Advisory Alert System. “Level 
1” counties have “active exposure and spread” of the 
virus and have triggered zero to one of the seven case 
indicators. “Level 2” counties have “increased exposure 
and spread” and have triggered two to three of the case 
indicators. The Ohio Department of Health recom-
mends those traveling to or residing in these counties 
exercise a high degree of caution.”

“Level 3” counties have “very high exposure and 
spread” and have triggered four to five of the case 
indicators. ODH recommends those residing in these 
counties to “limit activities as much as possible.”

Athens County currently sits at this level. During his 
July 16 press conference, Gov. DeWine noted that the 
situation in Athens County has “rapidly accelerated with 
isolated outbreaks that have resulted from a concerning 
community spread.”

The Athens City-County Health Department noted 
in a July 16 press release that the “change in the alert 
level in Athens County is a response to the sustained 
increase in COVID-19 cases, the nature of the cases 
occurring as community spread and not in congregate 
settings, and an increase in the number of visits to the 
emergency department.”

The health department also noted that residents of 
red-level counties are required to wear a facial covering 
in public, an order that carries a “criminal penalty.”


