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Shopping restrictions
Some local grocery stores enact 
capacity limits, other measures. 
See page 3

How will we respond?
COVID-19: Is it our turn to be 
great? See page 4

Med students deploy
OU med school, health majors 
mobilize to help local health-care 
efforts. See page 10
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These certainly feel like Biblical 
times, don’t they? See page 6
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T
hese are strange and troubling times, indeed, 
though life goes on in Athens County, albeit in 
a piecemeal and fragmented manner. While our 

local lives are improved immeasurably by the many 
people, places, institutions and businesses who make 
Athens a better place to live, many of them aren’t 
available at their full level, or in some cases can’t oper-
ate at all, during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Yet, we still think it’s worthwhile to celebrate the 
best in our communities – in fact, perhaps there’s no 
better time than now to do so.

That being the case, in today’s issue and then again 
April 16, we are presenting the first and second install-
ments of the results for The Athens NEWS’ Best of 
Athens Readers Choice Awards for 2020.

The short blurbs for each winner are written as if all 
of the retail businesses, restaurants and bars, and other 
institutions in our community are still operating as 
they normally would be. As you read about the winners 
of this year’s Best of Athens, please join us in looking 
forward with optimism and hope for when your favor-
ite restaurants, bars, stores and parks reopen their full 
services to the public.

And in the meantime, please thank all of the 
health-care personnel, first responders and front-line 
retail employees who are risking their own health to 
make our daily lives tolerable during this pandemic. 
If anyone deserves a Best of Athens during this difficult period, it’s these 
people.

This year, The Athens NEWS Best of Athens Readers’ Choice Awards 
underwent a total renovation and expansion, after 30 consecutive years of 
informing and enlightening Athens and Athens County.

In this 31st year, we drew out the duration of Best of Athens, with the 
nominating round in the final two weeks of February and the voting round 
(including the five finalists in each category with the most votes) running 
from March 9-30.

When we planned this expanded Best of Athens late in 2019, we had no 
idea that much of it would take place during this unprecedented pandemic. 
With foreknowledge, however, we might have done it anyway. Many people 
in our community (we included) are welcoming positive distractions from 
all the negatives we’re seeing in our news feeds and TV viewing every day. In 
keeping with long-standing tradition, we’ve retained the irreverent, at times 
silly writing style. because, well, we’re too old and silly to change.

This year, we’ve also refurbished and expanded our list of categories, 
removing some, adding some and improving some. As in past years, we’re 
running categories in seven different sections – People, Foodies Favorites, 
Places in the first round, and in the second round, Commerce, Nightlife, 
Miscellaneous and special section for Ohio University and Hocking College 

students, For Students Only.
All voting was done online.
If you have any questions, please contact me at news@athensnews.com.
We hope you enjoy our expanded Best of Athens this year and very much 

appreciate your participation.
And remember, once we get past this crisis later this spring or summer, 

make sure you reward your favorite local businesses and institutions with 
your patronage. They’re going to need it.
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And speaking of The Best of Athens, please 
thank all of the health-care personnel, fi rst 
responders and front-line retail employees 
who are risking their own health to make our 
daily lives tolerable during this pandemic. If 
anyone deserves a Best of Athens during this 
diffi cult period, it’s these people.

First installment 
starts on pg. 15


