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Businesses reopen
Athens area bars and res-
taurants adapt to pandemic. 
See page 2

COVID-19 update
Athens City-County Health 
Department reports 18 cases.
See page 11

Internet usage study
An OU survey analyzes south-
east Ohio internet usage. 
See page 10
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As Athens reopens, events are 
slated. See page 7

 What’s
happening

Athens protesters show solidarity
By Sydney Dawes
Athens NEWS Editor

A 
crowd of people gathered in 
front of the Athens County 
Courthouse Saturday and 

Sunday afternoon to protest against 
recent killings of African-Americans 
by police across the country and 
demonstrate in support of the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) movement.

BLM is a national movement 
that has seen exponential growth in 
recent years as social-media coverage 
of police shootings of African-Amer-

icans have spurred a national conver-
sation about race and policing.

The Athens demonstrators, which 
consisted of community members 
and Ohio University students, held 
signs largely advocating for equal 
treatment of African-Americans by 
police and society as whole. 

According to the Washington 
Post’s database that tracks fatal 
shootings by on-duty police officers, 
1,003 people have been shot and 
killed by police in the past year. In 
Ohio, 154 people were fatally shot by 
an on-duty officer from 2015 to now. 

The database shows that about 
half of the more than 5,000 people 
killed by police since 2015 were 
white, while 1,254 were black. 
African-Americans made up less 
than 13% of the U.S. population last 
year: thus, the rate at which African-
Americans are killed by police is 
more than twice as high as the rate 
for white Americans. African-Amer-
icans are killed at a rate of 30 per 
million, while white Americans are 
fatally shot at a rate of 12 per million, 
the database reports. In addition, 
Hispanic Americans are fatally shot 

at a rate higher than white Ameri-
cans, with 879 individuals fatally 
shot since 2015.

This database only accounts for 
individuals who are shot and killed 
by law enforcement and does not il-
lustrate figures related to other fatali-
ties, such as those linked to excessive 
force.

Specifically, the Athens weekend 
protests were sparked by recent kill-
ings of people of color. One fatality, 
that of George Floyd, occurred after 
Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Protesters held signs and shouted chants as cars and people pass by on Court Street Saturday aft ernoon. Photo by Sydney Dawes.
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