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I
n a rare move, Athens City Council on 
Monday evening rejected Mayor Steve Pat-
terson’s request to expedite the hiring process 

for a new director of Arts, Parks and Recreation. 
Three members voted against a motion to sus-
pend the rules and adopt an ordinance authoriz-
ing Patterson to hire a new director at 35% of the 
pay grade. 

In council’s Sept. 6 meeting, Service Safety 
Director Andy Stone told council that is equal 
to $68,000 per year. The new hire would fill a 
vacancy left when previous Arts, Parks and Rec-
reation Director Terri Moore resigned in August.

Ohio Revised Code Section 731.17 requires 
all proposed ordinances to be read at three sepa-
rate meetings. It also allows a legislative body, 

such as a city council, to forego three readings if 
three-fourths of its members agree to do so.

Last week, Council Member Jeffery Risner 
told The Athens NEWS he was opposed to 
suspending the rules on the hiring of the APR 
director.

“One thing I absolutely do not want to do is 
rush this through — I want to do all the read-
ings,” Risner said.

Before its July recess, Athens City Council 
suspended the rules to pass at least 22 out of 
86 ordinances, or 25% of all ordinances intro-
duced. The figure may be higher; no minutes are 
posted on the city’s website for several meetings, 
including five of six meetings held since return-
ing in August. Recently, Athens City Council 
suspended the readings on the first reading of an 
ordinance to spend $91,000 on mandatory racial 

Continued on page 3

Meetings, music, and more
See page 11

 What’s
happening

Council taps the brakes 
on parks director hire

Cole Behrens

Council Member Jeff ery Risner raises his hand to vote no on the motion to suspend the rules. He was joined by 
council members Arian Smedley and Ben Ziff .

By Alex Hulvalchick
For the Athens NEWS

T
he total number of deaths in Athens 
County linked to COVID-19 has risen to 
65 with another death recorded as of Sept. 

21 according to the Athens City-County Health 
Department.

Three more hospitalizations were also 
reported, bringing the total to 248. Of 51 new 
cases reported, 30 occurred in those under age 
29. Young adults in their twenties had the largest 
number of positive tests at 19. New cases break 
down as follows:

• 0-17: seven
• 18-19: four
• 20-29: 19
• 30-39: five
• 40-49: six
• 50-59: five
• 60-69: three
• 70-79: one
• 80+: one
Active cases have dropped some compared 

to Monday, sitting at 956. Presumed recovered 
cases have reached 5,912 according to the Ohio 
Department of Health.

Only 48.5% of the county’s eligible population 
has been vaccinated, according to CDC data. 
Across the state, 53.45% of Ohioans have started 
their vaccinations.

Last week, OhioHealth O’Bleness issued a 
reminder that COVID testing at its urgent care 
offices is limited to those exhibting COVID 
symptoms, and that patients should not go to the 
emergency room to be tested. People concerned 
about exposure or uncertain about their symp-
toms should contact their primary care provider 
to see if a test is necessary. Testing locations can be 
found on the Ohio Department of Health website.
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