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Nelsonville Council
A conduct hearing for Council-
member Greg Smith is sched-
uled for this week.
See page 2

State Rep. Edwards
Edwards was appointed to lead the 
Ohio House’s Economic and Wor-
force Development committee.
See page 10

COVID-19 vaccines
Distribution is underway, with 
K-12 school staff receiving vac-
cines this week.
See page 11
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T
he commitment Athens City Council 
made over the summer to review city 
policy under a lens of racial equity is 

expected to continue in partnership with a 
local nonprofit.

Councilmember Sarah Grace proposed a 
resolution (Resolution 10-20) to declare rac-
ism as a public health crisis in June that was 
unanimously approved by council. Grace said 
that when she introduced the resolution, it 
was intended to mirrored a statewide trend as 
many other cities and counties declared racism 
a health crisis amid a nationwide racial reck-
oning in the aftermath of several killings of 
Black people at the hands of law enforcement.

This resolution also called for multiple 
actions from the City of Athens, including a 
request for Athens Mayor Steve Patterson to 
create a group that works to promote racial 
equity and community engagement.

Patterson said in an interview that the city 
is using an existing group, the Racial Equity 
Coalition of the Athens County Foundation, to 
act as a “hub” for following through on parts 
of the resolution. The details of partnership are 
still under development, Patterson said, but the 
coalition will assist with a larger undertaking 
outlined in the resolution: reviewing Athens’ 
city code “under a lens of racial equity.”

The resolution also called for conducting 
human resource actions under the same lens 
in an effort to reform internal policies and 
practices including hiring, promotion and 
funding. Additionally, City Council members 
promised to completing racial equity training.

Grace noted that she considers the resolu-
tion a commitment by the city to review all 
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A hiking event honors the life of the 
founder of Athens Conservancy.
See page 7
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