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Imagine a situation...
Where a country’s leader subor-
dinates national security to his 
own re-election. See page 4

WEARING
THIN

Women in Athens ’19
Our annual survey asks local 
women about various topical 
issues. See pages 11-22

Throwing a Tantrum
Theater group performs its fi rst 
Athens production, a Tony-win-
ning comedy. See page 24

One last chance to enjoy the 
local nightlife before next 
week’s Thanksgiving break. 
See pages 25-27

 What’s
happening

Faculty sounds alarm
Professors condemn Ohio Uni-
versity for placing low priority 
on teaching. See page 2
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By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he Athens County Prosecutor’s Office announced Tues-
day that nine people and one local business have been 
indicted in connection with the death of 18-year-old 

OU student Collin Wiant, who died last November while at the 
alleged annex of an OU fraternity chapter that since has been 
expelled by the university.

County Prosecutor Keller Blackburn said Tuesday that 
seven of the people indicted were affiliated “at one time or 
another” with the then OU fraternity chapter of the Sigma Pi 
fraternity, including the fraternity’s former chapter president, 
Elijah Wahib, 22 of Westlake, Ohio.

OU expelled the Sigma Pi chapter earlier this year due to 
numerous violations of the Student Code of Conduct. (Wahib 
is no longer an OU student as of spring semester 2019, OU 
spokesperson Carly Leatherwood confirmed Friday.)

Meanwhile, James Wanke, 25, general manager of the Silver 
Serpent stores in Athens, has been charged with involuntary 
manslaughter and improperly dispensing nitrous oxide (N

2
O), 

among other charges, in relation to Wiant’s death. Wanke 
pleaded not guilty Wednesday to those charges in Athens 
County Common Pleas Court. He was released on his own re-
cognizance, so long as he abides by several restrictions, includ-
ing that the Silver Serpent no longer sell nitrous oxide.

Continued on page 8

Alleged hazing death prompts charges
Grand jury indicts nine 
people, one business 
in death of OU student 
who’d pledged to fraternity

A photo of Collin Wiant. Provided by the Wiants’ attorney.
! e Silver Serpent store on North Court Street in Athens has been indicted 
in relation to Collin Wiant’s death. Photo by Conor Morris.


