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Bigger & Better
Best of Athens is back with an 
expanded program for 2020. 
See page 11

200-plus give it up
Polar Bear Plunge propels big 
crowd of intrepid volunteers 
into icy lake. See page 14

Another potentially wild 
weekend in an unusually mild 
winter. See pages 17-19

 What’s
happening

A life of mining
Former coal miner recalls his 
years before, during and after 
the mines. See page 2
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Hooper – Best News Coverage 

2019

Powell reports back from the 
frontiers of streaming TV. 
See page 6

THE VIEW
from

MUDSOCK 

HEIGHTS

By Jack Boden
Athens NEWS Contributor

F
ormer Athens High football star Joe Burrow 
struck a chord with many people around the 
nation Dec. 14 when he delivered his Heis-

man Trophy acceptance speech, triggering a massive 
increase in donations at the Athens County Food 
Pantry, just a 10-minute drive from Burrow’s home-
town of The Plains. 

The Food Pantry is starting to put the donations – 
more than $500,000 was raised – to good use.

But first – and it can’t be repeated too many times 
– the inspirational passage from Burrow’s Heisman 
speech: “Coming from southeast, Ohio, it’s a very, 
very impoverished area,” Burrow said in his speech. 
“The poverty rate is almost two times the national 
average. There’s so many people there that don’t have 
a lot, and I’m up here for all those kids in Athens and 
Athens County that go home to not a lot of food on 
the table, hungry after school; you guys can be up 
here, too.”

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the national 
poverty rate recorded for 2018 was 11.8 percent, 
while the average poverty rate in Athens County was 
recorded at the highest in the state and sits just above 
30 percent.

Continued on page 15

Food Pantry puts Burrow’s words into action
Almost 7 weeks later, 
bulk of money raised after 
Heisman speech begins 
flowing into Food Pantry

From le! , volunteers Gigi Secuban, Ohio University’s VP for diversity and inclusion, and Cherri L. Hendricks, with the Sigma Gamma Rho sorority’s Athens 
alumni chapter, work to pack boxes of food for the Athens County Food Pantry this past Saturday. Photo by Conor Morris.


