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A
thens County reported two more corona-
virus deaths on Friday, bringing the total 
death toll to 63.

The county reported 45 new cases on Tuesday, 
bringing the active case total to 1,004, according 
to the Ohio Department of Health.

Between August 26 and September 8, the 
county reported 679 cases, which is more than 
10% of the population. 

Counties in southern and southeastern Ohio 
have some of the highest case rates in the state, 
and hospitals in the region are feeling the pres-
sure. Hospital census data reported to the Ohio 
Hospital Association show numbers of inpatients 
and ICU patients with COVID-19 in the region 
soaring from July to mid-September. Admission 
numbers continue to rise for adults in their 30s, 
40s and 50s. 

 The sharp rise in hospitalizations prompted 
health systems covering 15 counties to issue an 
unprecedented joint letter pleading for the re-
gion’s residents to wear masks and get vaccinated 
before the healthcare system is overwhelmed.

On Monday,   for the first time, the local health 
systems across Athens, Fairfield, Gallia, Hocking, 
Jackson, Madison, Mason (WV), Meigs, Noble, 
Pickaway, Ross, Scioto, Vinton and Washington 
counties, issued a joint plea for communities to 
get vaccinated and wear a mask as coronavirus 
continues to weigh heavy on the health system. 
(See page 6.)

“What we are experiencing is very real. It isn’t 
a political issue; it’s a medical issue,” the statement 
said. “When we look at our patient data, a vast 
majority of hospitalized COVID patients have not 
received the COVID vaccine.”

The statement was signed by the leaders of 
Adena Health System, Fairfield Medical Center, 
Hocking Valley Community Hospital, Holzer 
Health System,  Madison Health, Memorial 
Health System, OhioHealth Berger and O’Bleness 
hospitals and Southern Ohio Medical Center.

On Tuesday afternoon, Chillicothe-based 
Adena Health System announced that it was post-
poning elective surgeries that require overnight 
stays. 

Also on Tuesday, Gov. Mike DeWine and the 
Ohio Children’s Hospitals Association called 

on school superintendents to require masks for 
students and staff.

“The data are now clear that there is a higher 
level of COVID-19 in school districts where 
masks are not required,” DeWine said. 

Last week, Nelsonville-York City School Dis-
trict announced that it would pay $100 to every  
student who became fully vaccinated, beginning 
with a clinic at Nelsonville-York High School 
this morning. The Athens City-County Health 
Department is administering the Pfizer vaccine, 
which received full approval from the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration last month.

The stipends will be paid from the district’s 
federal Elementary and Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief Fund grant provided through the 
CARES Act in March 2021.

“The stipend will be paid after the second 
dose is received,” the Facebook post stated.

Students under 18 had to submit a signed 
consent form by the end of the school day yester-
day to participate.

The second clinic has not been scheduled yet, 
but will occur in about three weeks, Nelsonville-
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COVID claims 2 more in county
Hospitals beg public to get vaccines, wear masks

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he person 
who died in 
a fiery car 

crash earlier this 
month was identi-
fied as an Ohio 
University student, 
university officials 
confirmed.

Torian Bailey, 
21, of Pickerington 
Ohio, was a fourth-
year student in the 
College of Business, 
OU spokesperson 
Carly Leatherwood 
said in an email.

“His loved ones are in our thoughts as they 
grieve this tragedy,” Leatherwood said. “The 
Dean of Students has been in contact with his 
family, and the university is providing support to 
students and employees affected by this loss.”

Bailey graduated from Pickerington Central 
High School in 2018 and was majoring in busi-
ness finance at OU, according to his obituary.

Bailey died Sept 1 when his car erupted into 
flames in an early morning car crash. According 
to the Ohio State Highway Patrol report, alcohol 
was a factor in the crash.

According to the OSHP investigation report, 
Bailey and some friends had been at The Pub, a 
bar on Court Street in Athens, earlier that eve-
ning. The group went to get food and returned 
home. Bailey’s friends took his keys because he 
was “very intoxicated” and they feared he would 
attempt to drive.

His friend kept the keys in his room and 
went to sleep — but was awoken to the sound 
of screeching tires, the report stated. The friend 
tried to call Bailey, and Bailey hung up after tell-
ing him to mind his own business.

Bailey was driving northeast on County 
Road 24 when he ran the stop sign near Pal-
lini Industries. The vehicle passed through the 
intersection with Stimson Avenue, struck a sign 
post and collided with a piece of construction 
equipment. The car and the construction vehicle, 
a 2016 Volvo wheel loader belonging to Trucco 
Construction, were enveloped in flames, the 
report said.

Bailey’s friends had gone to search for him 

Victim of fiery crash was 
Ohio U business student

Torian Bailey

Continued on next page

Continued on next page


