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Matthew Comeau, DO, PhD, Internal Medicine, provides routine wellness

checks, physical exams, chronic medical management, preventive care

measures, and osteopathic manipulations. He is accepting new patients at

Holzer Athens, located at 2131 East State Street, Athens, Ohio.

Dr. Comeau received his Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine at West Virginia

School of Osteopathic Medicine in Lewisburg, West Virginia. He completed

his residency at Fairfield Medical Center in Lancaster, Ohio.

Holzer is proud to

announce that

Matthew Comeau,

DO, PhD, Internal

Medicine, has joined

our team at the

Athens location!

Establish with Holzer Primary Care today!

Call 1.855.446.5937 to schedule an appointment.

Request an appointment, re!ll a prescription

& much more with MyHolzer Patient Portal!
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Recollections of Woodstock 
from a local legend...
to learn more. Jorma mentions that the high 
point of the festival to him was watching the 
performance of Carlos Santana – and last week 
it emerged that it was a high point for Santana 
as well, because he was tripping his brains out 
on mescaline. (He was scarcely unique in that 
regard.)

Substances would cause the deaths of some 
of Woodstock’s most celebrated artists. Jimi 

one day after his performance that closed the 
festival. Janis Joplin, a friend of Jorma’s from 
the early days, died two weeks later of a heroin 
overdose. It was a dangerous time.

“Yes, it was,” said Jorma. “It was. Yeah, it 
was a dangerous time. And the cultural eddies 
of that moment were so strong in so many dif-
ferent ways. I remember living in the Filmore 
in 1965. I lived at the Filmore when they had 
the Filmore riots and they burned a lot of it. 
That’s the kind of stuff that probably for better 
rather than worse I’m not going to see again.”

The summer of 1969 seared the country, 
and I don’t mean just the hot summer sun. The 
country was rent by the Vietnam War. Ameri-
cans landed on the moon and came back. The 
week before Woodstock the Manson family 
committed its weirdly ritualistic murders in 
Southern California. And there was Wood-
stock itself. So there were a lot of new and 
alarming aspects to that eventful season.

“The landing on the moon obviously in 
that moment was a high-tech achievement 
supported by who knows how many millions 
or billions of dollars by the American govern-
ment, all this kind of stuff. Charles Manson, 
sort of an interesting aberration of the time – 
yeah, what a summer.”

In the early 1970s, there was a phrase, 
“Woodstock Nation,” that was used in pub-
lications and on the air to describe what the 
media supposed was a group of people and a 
philosophy typified by those who attended and 
perhaps those who performed at the Wood-
stock festival. The festival itself, it was said, 
had been the beginning of something. I asked 
Jorma if that idea got fulfilled.

“I’m not really the right person to ask about 
that, because I was never sort of a commune 
kind of guy, but I understand the question,” he 
replied. “And I guess my answer would have to 
be, in my opinion, no. Because the ‘Woodstock 
Nation,’ whatever you want to think about it, 
even as the crowd dissipated in some ways 
the fulfillment was only in that moment. This 
many years later, when you look at where we 
are culturally, what happened at Woodstock is 
like something from a parallel universe.”

Was there any sense that Woodstock would 
be remembered, be elevated to its almost 
sacramental status, a half century after it hap-
pened?

“I’m not sure that at 28 it was possible to 
conceive of something that would happen 50 
years later,” Jorma said. “Honestly. That’s the 
kind of question that older guys answer in 
that way. The answer is probably not really, 
because at 28 you think you’re going to live 
forever anyway. I guess at 28 we thought that 
the Airplane would live forever, that all these 
things would live forever, and as you and I 
both know, that’s not the case.

“The Woodstock thing is still interest-
ing this many years later. One of my quotes 
is ‘In that moment there was magic in the 
air,’ whatever that means. And I think it was 
just a function of what was happening in the 
world at that time, and that world doesn’t exist 
anymore.”

A part of that world has been preserved, 
though, and put on display by Jorma and 
Vanessa Kaukonen at their Fur Peace Ranch 
Guitar Camp and Psylodelic Gallery in Dar-
win, 15 minutes south of Athens. For instance, 
fellow Jefferson Airplane member Marty Balin 
performed with Jorma and Jack there five 
years ago. Other Woodstock artists have ap-
peared on the Fur Peace Station stage over the 
years. One of my favorites was John Sebastian 
a few seasons ago, though he wasn’t wearing 
the tie-dyed outfit he sported at Woodstock.

Still it’s remarkable that five decades after 
a music festival, it would still be discussed 
in hushed tones and covered as big news all 
around the world.

“It’s more than remarkable,” said Jorma. 
“Yeah, there have been a lot of festivals, but 
there’s only one Woodstock, and it wasn’t 
just the size… From a commercial profes-
sional point of view, nothing is supposed to go 
wrong. The fact that everything went wrong 
yet somehow came out right at Woodstock is 
part of the magic.”

Something to think about. Food for 
thought. A way to feed your head.

Editor’s note: Dennis E. Powell’s column 
appears every Thursday in The Athens NEWS. 
You can reach him at dep@drippingwithirony.
com.


