
Athens’ Favorite Newspaper since 1977

Some schools close
Athens schoolkids get an extra 
two weeks of spring break. 
See page 3

Stop the Boogie?
Boogie on the Bricks may take a 
hiatus this summer. See page 18

Finally...  a dispensary
It looks as if Athens will fi nally 
get a med marijuana outlet. 
See page 12

EVERY THURSDAY – FREE 

Please let this week’s idiotic 
time change be the fi nal one. 
See page 4
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CLOSED DUE TO VIRUS

OU cancels in-person classes till March 30 due to 
concerns about potential spread of coronavirus

Ohio University’s College Green, desolate during spring break this week, likely will stay this way for the next two and a half weeks while in-person classes are canceled due to 
concerns about the potential spread of COVID 19. Photo by Conor Morris.

Editor’s note: We will continue to post updates on this rapidly moving story 
on our website (www.athensnews.com). The news is developing so quickly that 
some of the information – including about local schools’ plans and various 
calendar event listings – may be outdated by the time this comes out in print.

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

W
ith the first three cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) con-
firmed in Ohio on Monday, Ohio University announced Tuesday 
that it would join several other Ohio colleges in suspending in-

person instruction in classes. OU’s suspension, for now, will last till Monday, 

March 30.
OU President Duane Nellis said in a message late Tuesday afternoon 

to the campus community that while OU’s campuses will remain open, all 
university-related travel is suspended, and students are asked not to return 
to campus from spring break. Nellis reported that in-class instruction will be 
suspended, and classes will be taught through a “virtual instruction environ-
ment,” until March 30.

Meanwhile, Hocking College announced Wednesday that that college is 
extending its current spring break through March 20 due to the Ohio coro-
navirus cases, asking students not to return before then while the college 
enacts several “safety initiatives.”
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