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Authentic Mexican Food

Gran
Ranchero

740–566–1004

Open Every Day!

$20
Gran Ranchero LIMIT 1 COUPON PER ORDER.

EXPIRES: 5/31/15

979 E. STATE ST., ATHENS

Weekly Specials
Mondays: $1.99 Margaritas

Wednesdays: All Lunch Menu items $4.99 each

2 Meals and
2 Soft Drinks Only

Gran Ranchero EXPIRES: 11/30/18

$5Off $40
A food purchase of

or more
979 E. STATE ST., ATHENS

LIMIT 1 COUPON PER TABLE

Not valid with any other coupons or discounts.

Coupon required. Dine in only.

Mondays: $1.99 Margaritas
Wednesdays: All Lunch Menu Items $4.99 each

Ask about our Daily Drink Specials!

Come Tour & Join Our Waiting List!
3 BEDROOM - $470 2 BEDROOM - $425

A caring, kind community • HUD Accepted
Call 740-797-7629

MANAGED BY FAIRFIELD HOMES

CREEKSIDE
APARTMENTS

105 LEXINGTON AVENUE • CHAUNCEY, OHIO

OPINION

|||||   OPINION   |||||

ENDORSEMENT

Athens NEWS endorse-
ments represent the 
majority vote of the 
three-person editorial 
board in our  newsroom. 
They do not necessarily 
represent the opinion of 
other staff members. 

I
n a local and state election season with 
“easy” decisions few and far between, Ohio 
Issue 1, the Drug and Criminal Justice 

Policies Initiative, is among the most difficult 
races or issues to decide. After due consider-
ation, though, we’re recommending a “no” vote 
on the issue.

The backers of Issue 1 mean well, and we 
support their core goals – increasing treatment 
for people with drug addictions and drastically 
reducing the number of people in Ohio pris-
ons for drug possession. For humane, fairness, 
economic and other pragmatic reasons, this is 
the direction Ohio should go whether Issue 1 
passes or not.

If passed, Issue 1 will:

and drug use misdemeanors or less, rather 
than felonies;

-
viduals on probation for felonies be sent to 
prison for non-criminal probation violations;

-
mates’ participation in programs for rehabilita-
tion, work or education;

from a reduction of inmates resulting from Is-
sue 1 instead on drug treatment, crime victim 

and rehabilitation programs.
The actual text of Issue 1 is a lot lengthier, 

and according to some legal experts, not writ-
ten as well as it could be. It will be subject to 
wildly varying interpretations.

No doubt about it, the Ohio Legislature’s 
inaction on prison reform and the opioid crisis 
left the door open for Issue 1, a well-meaning 
but flawed constitutional amendment.

Even some Issue 1 supporters acknowledge 
its potential problems. Meanwhile, numer-
ous credible authorities on the front lines of 
the opioid crisis have come out against Issue 
1. They fear that by removing the threat of 
prison for felony drug possession, the justice 
system will lose its leverage to pressure people 
arrested for drug possession into treatment.

For the most part, Ohio’s judiciary, prosecu-
tors and law enforcement – including elected 
officials in those positions in Athens County 
– have publicly voiced opposition to state Issue 
1, as have many health-care professionals who 
work closely with people addicted to opioids 
and other drugs.

While it’s tempting to just throw up our 
hands and declare, “If we don’t take a chance 
with this game-changing proposal, nothing 
will ever get done!” that’s probably not the best 
way to effect a smart and effective solution to 
the intractable problems of prison over-crowd-
ing and opioid addiction.

So what’s the alternative?
We support two alternative proposals ad-

vanced by local prosecuting attorneys in Ohio, 
including our own here in Athens County, 
Keller Blackburn.

Blackburn’s Fresh Start proposal would 
correct some of the flaws in Issue 1 while 
still accomplishing its main goal, reducing 

the number of Ohioans who go to prison for 
drug possession, and in so doing, direct more 
people into treatment programs.

To accomplish these goals, Blackburn’s plan 
would change the legal wording for drug-
related crimes and provide judges and district 
attorneys/prosecutors with a “flexible and 
hybrid set of sentencing guidelines.”

“The ‘Ohio Fresh Start’ would preserve the 
partnership between treatment and criminal 
justice while allowing courts and diversion 
programs the tools to properly address inap-
propriate behaviors,” Blackburn has said about 
the plan.

A similar compromise proposal advanced 
by Columbus City Attorney Zach Klein and 
Franklin County Prosecutor Ron O’Brien 
already has been submitted to the Ohio Senate 
president for consideration in the Legislature 
should Issue 1 fail at the polls. 

Richard Cordray, Democratic candidate for 
Ohio governor, has endorsed Issue 1, but says 
he’d be open to the Klein-O’Brien compro-
mise as a way to “expand treatment for those 
suffering from addiction and focus our law-
enforcement resources on the violent crimi-

nals…” (the words of a Cordray spokesman in 
a Columbus Dispatch article on Sept. 28).

So what’s to say the Ohio Legislature won’t 
just kick these issues down the road if Issue 1 
loses at the polls? Up to now, they’ve done pre-
cious little to address the over-incarceration 
of drug offenders in Ohio’s crowded prisons, 
and while they are considering more strategies 
to address the opioid crisis, our lawmakers 
haven’t exactly set the world on fire.

If Issue 1 loses on Nov. 6, Ohio voters, 
news media and other stakeholders in the 
issue – including those who work closely with 
criminal justice and drug treatment – should 
mount heavy pressure on legislators to adopt a 
workable alternative plan that will keep people 
busted for drug possession out of our prisons, 
without getting felony records, and into treat-
ment when that’s appropriate.

They should also look at the lessons learned 
in other states, including California, Con-
necticut and Oklahoma, where similar laws 
have passed into law. Those laws – each one 
different in important ways from Ohio Issue 
1 – have had mixed or uncertain results.

Believe us, we’re sympathetic to the state-
ment, “don’t let perfect be the enemy of good.” 
However, with Issue 1, it’s not at all clear 
whether “good” will be the result. Too many 
smart, respected people – including many 
who work directly with people charged with 
drug crimes and/or receiving treatment – have 
sounded the alarm about Issue 1. Consider-
ing the uncertainty and heavy opposition of 
knowledgeable people, it just seems foolish to 
add a proposal to the Ohio constitution that 
will be difficult to change or undo.

As a general rule, when it comes to amend-
ing a state or federal constitution, if there’s 
widespread disagreement about what it means, 
how it will work, and whether it will work, it’s 
time to go back to the drawing board. We feel 
that’s the case with Issue 1. Vote no on Nov. 6 
and lobby for a better plan. 

Vote no on Issue 1, and work toward something better

Too many smart, respect-
ed people – including 
many who work directly 
with people charged with 
drug crimes and/or re-
ceiving treatment – have 
sounded the alarm about 
Issue 1.”


