
Athens’ Favorite Newspaper Since 1977

Wish we had a leader
The failure of leadership in the 
White House couldn’t come at  
worse time. See page 4

WEARING
THIN

BOA results volume 2
We present our second batch 
of Best of Athens results. 
See pages 19-24

OF ATHENS

BEST
2020

Indigent burials
Who knew that localities are 
responsible for paying to bury 
indigent citizens? See page 15

It’s mainly happening at your 
house, and your house, and 
your house, and your house. 
See page 27

 What’s
happening

Pandemic problems
Friction arises when landlords 
want to show rentals to pro-
spective tenants. See page 2
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Mayor: Flatten the move-out curve
Athens mayor and 
landlords plead with 
students to stagger 
move-out/move-in 
coming in early May

Th ese images were taken in eary May 2019 during one of the main move-out 
days for Ohio University students at the end of Spring Semester. Athens Mayor 

Steve Patterson along with some landlords are urging students and their 
families to time their move-out from, or move-in to, off -campus housing so ev-
erybody doesn’t show up at once on the weekend of April 30 to May 3. Th ey’re 

also discouraging students from bringing in too many friends or family to help 
with the move-out/move-in. Photos by Terry Smith.

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A
thens Mayor Steve Patterson is 
warning the mayors of other 
college towns in Ohio about 

the risks of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
spread that will come with the major 
college student move-out and move-in 
weekends that are fast approaching for 
Athens and those other communities.

Patterson said Tuesday that he 
and local landlords and rental prop-
erty owners are issuing a plea to Ohio 
University students and other renters 
whose leases will expire in early May: 
Come back to town early, if possible, 
and try to move out before the usual 
mass of students and their families ar-
rives in town during that time.

It’s just as important, Patterson 
added, for students arriving to occupy 
housing for the summer to stagger their 
move-ins.

Russell Chamberlain, owner of 
Continued on page 12


