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A look behind the curtains of Kalyango’s 
two-day Faculty Senate tenure hearing

� e bust of E.W. Scripps sits outside the offi  ce space for Ohio University’s school of journalism.
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 What’s
happening

By Ben Peters and Sydney Dawes
Athens NEWS Team

B
efore Yusuf Kalyango, a 
former journalism faculty 
member who was found by 

the Title IX office to have sexually 
harassed two students, was stripped 
of his tenure and terminated in April 
by the Ohio University Board of 
Trustees, he and two dozen other 

witnesses appeared before a Faculty 
Senate committee as part of his 
tenure revocation appeal to hash out 
the finer details of the case.

That hearing, a two-day pro-
ceeding held virtually in December 
2020, resulted in the Faculty Senate 
Hearing Committee recommending 
that Kalyango should not lose tenure 
and immediately be reinstated as a 
full professor in the Scripps College 

of Communication, despite several 
official university channels recom-
mending otherwise.

The recommendation was 
met with blowback from both the 
university community and the 
Board of Trustees, the final arbiter 
to determine the fate of Kalyango’s 
tenure that ordered the commit-
tee to reconsider its findings. In a 
reconsideration report, the com-

mittee doubled down on its original 
conclusions, arguing the hearing and 
supplemental evidence led them to 
believe Kalyango was denied due 
process within the polarized Scripps 
College. The Board of Trustees over-
rode the committee’s recommenda-
tions and handed down to Kalyango 
an academic death sentence.


