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Ohio University Head Football Coach Frank 
Solich on Wednesday announced that he is 

retiring after 16 seasons leading the Bobcats.
Solich, 76, is stepping down to focus on his 

heath, according to a university news release.
“After 55 years in coaching, including 16 at 

Ohio University, it is time for me to step away to 
focus on a cardiovascular health issue,” Solich, 
a 1999 Home Depot National Coach of the Year 
and 2016 Mid-American Conference Coach of 
the Year, said in a statement.

Solich led the Bobcats to an 115-82 record, 
11 bowl appearances, four MAC titles and a top 
25 ranking. The number of Bobcat victories is 
second only to the 121 wins secured by former 

OU Head Football Coach Don Peden, who served 
from 1924 to 1946. The number of wins also 
made Solich the winningest head coach in MAC 
history.

Solich’s 77 conference-only wins rank second 
to former Central Michigan head coach Herb 
Deromedi’s 90, according to a university news 
release. His 16 years of service match Deromedi 
for the most in MAC history. OU is 77-46 in 
conference play since Solich arrived in Athens in 
2005. Solich ranks fourth for career wins among 
active NCAA FBS head coaches; his career coach-
ing record is 173-101.

He also was paid the highest salary of any OU 
employee, taking home nearly $589,000 in his 
final year.
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Solich retires at 76
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Ohio head coach Frank Solich, seen here earlier in the 2019 season, is hoping Peden Stadium is fi lled for the Bobcats’ 
showdown with Miami on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019.

By Cole Behrens

T
he Mount Zion Baptist Church Preser-
vation Society announced Saturday that 
the historic Athens uptown church had 

received a $75,000 grant to continue the resto-
ration of the building’s basement and place it 
on “solid ground” toward full restoration.

According to a release, Mount Zion Baptist 
Church was awarded the funding through the 
African American Cultural Heritage Action 
Fund grant offered by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.

Mount Zion Baptist Church served as the 
key gathering place for the Black community 
of Athens and Southeast Ohio from 1905 
until the 1990s, according to the Preservation 
Society’s website.

Between 1905 and 1909, a community of 
free-born and formerly enslaved Black Ameri-
cans built the Mount Zion Baptist Church as 
a place of solace, according to the website. 
The building, which stands at the intersection 
of Carpenter and Congress streets in uptown 
Athens, is one of few remaining examples of 
Black American architecture in Southeastern 
Ohio.

“The $75,000 awarded to the Preservation 
Society will be used to rehabilitate Mount 
Zion’s basement and set it on solid ground 
toward becoming a regional Black Cultural 
Center in Southeastern Ohio,” the release said.

Over the past four years, the National Trust 
has funded 105 historic places connected to 
Black history and invested more than $7.3 mil-
lion to help preserve landscapes and buildings 
imbued with Black life, humanity, and cultural 
heritage, according to the funds website.

This year’s funds were awarded to places 
and organizations that help the Action Fund 
protect and restore significant historic sites. 
Grants are given across four categories: capac-
ity building, project planning, capital, and 

$75,000 historic 
preservation 
grant awarded 
to Mount Zion 
Baptist Church


