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Return of the ‘rona
Athens extends closure;
County districts mask up

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

All Ohio University faculty, staff and students 
must be vaccinated against the coronavirus 
starting in November, the university announced 

Tuesday afternoon.
OU joins a cascade of public and private universi-

ties that began to mandating coronavirus vaccination 
after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration gave full 
approval to Pfizer’s two-dose mRNA vaccine. Ohio State 
University was the first to announce a COVID-19 vaccine 
requirement, one day after the FDA’s approval. Kent State 
University followed on August 27, then Miami University 
on Monday. (The Chronicle of Higher Education‘s list of 
universities with vaccine mandates includes the University 
of Akron, but has no date of the announcement.)

Universities are a breeding ground for coronavirus, 
Ohio University President Hugh Sherman said in a letter 
to students.

“We need to do everything we can to continue to 
show our care and respect for one another and do our 
part to help keep the entire community safe and healthy,” 
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OU mandates 
vaccines for all

By Corinne Colbert and Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS

Just weeks into the new academic year, 
school districts around Athens County are 
scrambling as the coronavirus spreads 
among staff, faculty and students. At press 

time, the county’s five public school districts re-
ported nearly 50 active COVID-19 cases among 
students and 19 among faculty and staff.

The hardest hit appears to be Trimble Local 
School District: 42 students and eight teach-
ers had confirmed, active cases of COVID-19 
at press time. Tuesday afternoon, the district 
announced that all football practices, scrim-
mages and games for grades 7 through 12 
were canceled until Wednesday, Sept. 8. Other 
extracurricular activities were unaffected.

“Some of our student athletes are sick,” 
Trimble Local Superintendent John Hurd con-
firmed. Suspending football is the right thing 

to do not only for Trimble’s students, but also 
for opposing teams, he added.

COVID-19 will keep Athens City Schools 
students at home for another week, extending 
a closure that began only two days into the 
new year. Superintendent Tom Gibbs origi-
nally had hoped that schools would reopen 
on Tuesday, Aug. 31. But three more trans-
portation employees have tested positive for 
COVID-19 and the three who were already ill 
were not well enough to return to work, Gibbs 
said. So Athens schools will stay dark until 
Wednesday, Sept. 8.

The district was already short of driv-
ers because two had resigned right before 
the school year started, Gibbs said. For the 
first two days of school, administrators were 
operating the radios and Athens High School 
Principal Chad Springer, who has a van 

 

Active Recovered

District
Faculty/

staff
Students

Faculty/
staff

Students

  Athens 6 6 0 4

Alexander 3 10 0 0

Federal Hocking 0 10 0 0

Nelsonville-York 0 4 1 0

Trimble 8 42 2 0

Confirmed COVID-19 cases in Athens County public schools

Confirmed cases at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 31. Data on active cases in Federal Hocking from letter posted on the 
districted website dated 8/30/21; data for recovered cases from the district’s online dashboard, which is undated 
and could contain old information. Data for Trimble Local Schools from the district’s online dashboard, which 
is updated daily. Data for Athens, Alexander and Nelsonville-York from the districts’ online dashboards, each 
marked as updated Aug. 30, 2021.   
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