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All you need to know
Well, some of what you might 
want to know about all 23 Dem 
prez candidates. See page 4

WEARING
THIN

Smith House down
OU resumes its project to de-
molish most of the South Green 
dorms. See page 11

Live-saver
Recent grad’s in the right place 
at the right time to save young 
girl’s life. See page 8

It may be summer break in 
Athens, but that hasn’t stopped 
the music. See page 13-14

 What’s
happening

Stop the bans
Uptown rally held to protest 
abortion bans being passed 
across the U.S. See page 3
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Longtime trash/recycling pact may be kaput
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

S
ome area residents are raising the alarm 
in the wake of the Athens city adminis-
tration informing the Athens-Hocking 

Recycling Centers, Inc. that the city intends 
to select a new business for its trash/recycling 
hauling contract.

Any contract ultimately must be approved 
by Athens City Council.

Ron Lucas, the city’s deputy service-
safety director, said Tuesday that Waste Away 
Systems (based in Heath, Ohio, in Licking 
County) had the lowest-cost and highest-
scoring bid for the contract to provide all of 
the city’s residential and uptown district trash 
and recycling hauling services. The bid choice 
was based on the estimated cost of services 
provided by each company as well as their 
score on a series of 19 different categories, 
Lucas said.

“They were the lowest and best bid, and 
that’s what we’re looking for,” he said.

Lucas said the estimated cost of services 
that the non-profit Athens-Hocking Recy-
cling Centers (AHRC) would provide for 
a year came in at $1.494 million in its bid, 
whereas private company Waste Away’s bid 
was $1.041 million. A larger private regional 
trash hauling company, Rumpke, bid an esti-
mated cost of $1.865 million.

Bruce Underwood, executive director of 
AHRC, said in an interview Tuesday that 
AHRC has 37 employees (32 of whom are 
union members), most of whom live in Athens 

Continued on page 2
Bruce Underwood, executive director of the Athens Hocking Recycling Centers, stands in front of some of AHRC’s trash-hauling trucks. Photo by Conor Morris.


