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Counting the days till the 
weather allows for outdoor eat-
ing and drinking. See page 9-11

 What’s
happening

Reversal!

Athens County Board of Elections Director Debbie Quivey makes a point during a special meeting of the board Wednesday morning. Photo by Conor Morris.

Elections board reverses controversial plans to 
consolidate polling places in Nelsonville, Alex
By Kayla Beard
Athens NEWS General Assignment Reporter

T
he Athens County Board of Elections held a special meeting Wednes-
day to reevaluate controversial changes to polling locations for several 
Athens County voting precincts, and voted unanimously to return 

most of the recently changed polling places to their former locations. The 
meeting had a number of tense moments.

Board member Ken Ryan, who supported the initial changes, said that 
his support of the new decision was intended to put to rest a controversial 
issue that he said has been disruptive. “...The disruption that it’s caused this 

office, I find it extremely concerning,” Ryan said. “...While we’re in this cur-
rent struggle, in all the ways that it’s manifested itself here in this office and 
throughout the county, that campaign I think really threatens the integrity of 
the process… We need to get back to the business of elections.”

Ryan is one of two Republicans on the county Board of Elections (BOE), 
which also has two Democrats.

In February, the county BOE voted 3-1 to consolidate a total of nine 
single-precinct polling locations (see list at the end of this article), including 
in the Nelsonville/York Township area and several other townships.

At a meeting last week, residents and some elected officials representing 
Continued on page  2


