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Layoffs at OU will have big impact

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

S
ince May 1, Ohio University 
has announced layoffs, or the 
elimination of positions, for 

at least 340 people, along with the 
retirement of at least 88 employees 
(74 of them faculty members) as the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
has worsened the university’s already 

serious budget troubles.
That’s a large group of employees 

in a university that, according to 
2019-2020 data, had 3,889 total full-
time and 1,012 part-time employees 
across its campuses (among full-time 
workers, 1,235 were faculty, 1,587 
administrators and 1,067 classified 
staff).

That picture becomes even more 
stark upon recognizing that OU is 

the biggest employer in the county 
(and among the biggest in southeast 
Ohio). According to self-reported 
June 2016 data from the Athens 
Area Chamber of Commerce, OU 
employed 4,169 people (part- and 
full-time) at that time, followed 
by OhioHealth with 682, Athens 
County with 567, Hocking College 
with 550, Athens City Schools with 
417 and Rocky Brands with 350.

The economics of those lay-
offs at OU were at the forefront of 
participants’ minds during a protest 
Saturday morning on East State 
Street hosted by OU’s 1699 chapter 
of the AFSCME union, and during 
a smaller protest at the Richland 
Avenue roundabout the morning 
before. These actions came after OU 
announced layoffs for 140 of those 

Th ese protesters stood on the sidewalk of East State Street in Athens on Saturday morning last week, calling for Ohio University to rescind the layoff s announced earlier this 
month for 140 OU workers in the local 1699 AFSCME union chapter. Photo by Conor Morris.
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