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Debate over Drag 
Queen Story Time 
erupts at the state 
level, though local 
library officials and 
LGBTQ group don’t 
see the problem
See page 7

Knock it down
Another South Green dorm 
comes tumbling down. 
See page 10

Hail Ivan
Event to pay tribute to the late 
owner of legendary uptown bar 
Swanky’s. See page 13

Live music returns to uptown in 
force now that the Nelsonville 
Music Festival is done for this 
year. See pages 14-15

 What’s
happening

Fine festival
Nelsonville Music Festival draws 
big, apparently satisfied crowds. 
See page 11
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Running water’s a luxury for some
As in many Appalachian 
communities, many 
Nelsonville residents 
live without tap water
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

D
aryl and his son Frank sat outside on a sunny day 
last week on Daryl’s porch in Nelsonville as Nelson-
ville Code Enforcement Officer Becky Barber pulled 

up in a beat-up red 1994 Chevy truck. A small collection of 
large water containers sat at their feet.

Daryl, soon to be 63, and Frank, 39, approached ap-
prehensively as Barber exited her truck and asked them 
how they were doing. Barber already had cited them for a 
violation of Nelsonville city code because their home doesn’t 
have running water. (Daryl, Frank and another source in this 
story, John, asked that their last names not be used.)

After Barber assured them that she wasn’t there to cite 
them again, the father and son relaxed a little.

Daryl hasn’t had running water in his home for at least a 
year or two, if not longer. In that time, he and his wife have 
been hauling all of their water from a spring–fed watering 
trough in Buchtel for cooking, cleaning and drinking. When 
they need showers, they go to a friend’s house. When they 
need to use the bathroom, they pour some spring water into 
the toilet bowl and flush it.

Daryl and his family aren’t alone. Dozens upon dozens of 
other people in Nelsonville have no access to water from 

Continued on page 2
Daryl, le!, and his son Frank have been working recently to fix up Daryl’s home in Nelsonville, which has no running water due to issues with the 
waterline running to the home. In the meantime, Daryl and his family have been hauling water to drink, cook and clean with. Photo by Conor Morris.


