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Ray Rutter, 16, stands in front of the OhioHealth O’Bleness Castrop Center Friday a!ernoon. He was badly injured in a bike accident 
earlier this year, but is on the mend. Photo by Conor Morris

Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A 
16-year-old boy is on the mend after he suffered severe injuries when 
a car struck him on Jan. 5 while riding his bicycle on Ohio Rt. 682, 
just outside The Plains.

During a big welcome-home party thrown by his family on March 9 at 
their family church in The Plains, Ray Rutter, the teen in question, got to 
meet the first responders who helped rescue him. 

“He wanted to meet all of them,” Rutter’s grandmother, Rebecca Cox, said 
Friday. “…He was just tickled to no end. It really made his day.”

Those first responders who helped rescue Rutter, and who attended the 
party at Bible Truth Baptist Church in The Plains, include Athens County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy John Kulchar, The Plains and Chauncey Volunteer Fire De-
partments and Athens County EMS officials. Roughly 90 people from those 
agencies came to see Rutter, Cox confirmed.

Mickey West, chief of The Plains Volunteer Fire Department, was one of 
the first people on the scene of the accident on Jan. 5, along with Kulchar. 

“I sat with the boy the whole time to comfort him; we tried to comfort 
him the best we could,” he said.

West said he was happy to see Rutter in “good spirits” when he attended 
the party earlier this month.

“This is the first time we’ve ever been invited to a party like this,” West 

Local teen meets 
first-responders 
who helped save 
him after bike hit
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