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OU freshman class to grow past 2020 low

Alumni Gateway on College Green. Photo by Ben Peters.
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 What’s
happening

By Ben Peters
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

Ohio University is on track to 
welcome a larger freshman 
class this coming fall than 

the year prior, a first for the institu-
tion in recent years as fewer first-

year students enrolling is said to be 
a source of the university’s financial 
turmoil.

The number of freshmen enroll-
ing at the university has steadily 
fallen each year since 2016’s near-
record numbers, hitting in fall 2020 
amid the pandemic the lowest point 

since the ‘90s. Just under a month 
ago, a snapshot of mid-April con-
firmation data showed the incom-
ing class was lagging behind that 
month’s year-to-date 2020 numbers, 
but a flurry of students who com-
mitted at the eleventh hour turned 
the university’s fortunes.

Dennis Irwin, a retired dean of 
the Russ College of Engineering and 
Technology who served for 17 years, 
said in an interview the late confir-
mations could have been the result 
of prospective students waiting to 
hear from their school of choice, be-


