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They’re baaaack
Majority of students back for fi rst time since 2020

Continued on next page

So much to do, so much to see
See page 11

 What’s
happening

Hooper – Best News Coverage 

2020

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

I
f you’re in Athens and you haven’t noticed yet, 
here’s the scoop: Ohio University students are 
back in town.
On Court Street, on the College Green and 

throughout student housing, an energy returned to 
Athens that hasn’t been around for 18 months — or 
longer.

Mike Carson, owner of The Shack on Court 
Street and Athens nightlife promoter, said the 
“vibes” were back.

“It’s kind of giving me the vibes of old Athens — 
about three years ago or so” Carson said.

Large student gatherings also returned, includ-
ing university gatherings like the involvement fair 
on Sunday and the freshmen convocation — and 
unsanctioned large gatherings on Mill Street and 
other student neighborhoods.

In a statement, Ohio University spokesperson 
Carly Leatherwood said the university “is deeply 
committed to providing as safe an experience as 
possible” for students and visitors as they return.

She urged students to be behave responsibly and 
encouraged them to either get vaccinated or be safe 
this semester.

“To a person, each of us craves a return to nor-
mal life,” Leatherwood said. “And, the responsibility 
is on each and every one of us to adhere to local, 
state and national guidelines, as well as University 
policy and the Presidential Health Directives to help 
stop the spread of disease on our campus and in the 
communities where we are located.”

In a statement, Leatherwood warned that if the 
university discovers a student is “not following (the 
university’s) safety expectations, they will be held 
accountable via the Student Code of Conduct and 
could face consequences, including removal from 
any in-person classes or even a university suspen-
sion.”

Over the weekend, however, students were ob-
served at large gatherings, most of which concluded 
fairly early in the evening. Law enforcement saw a 
lot of “voluntary compliance” to shut down parties 
the weekend, said Athens Police Department Lt. Jeff 
McCall said law enforcement saw

“We’re going back a couple years since we’ve had 
a move in like this,” McCall said.

To some extent, partygoers’ cooperation can 

be chalked up to a lack of “historic knowledge,” 
Athens Mayor Steve Patterson said, because the 
city and campus now has “basically two classes of 
freshmen” — the incoming freshman class and last 
year’s freshman who began college virtually. This 
reporter observed said lack of historic knowledge as 
students sprinted away from parties as police were 
approaching  .

“That is almost as foreign to APD as it must 
be for some of these individuals who didn’t have 
a normal experience in 2020 and some of 2021,” 
Patterson said.

Patterson urged students to leave parties calmly, 
rather than running away, to avoid being struck by 
cars or getting trampled if they fell.

“‘Oh, I am running to get away!’” Patterson said. 
“Well, what are you getting away from? The police 
aren’t going to go running after you.”

McCall also said people should leave by walking, 
not running.

“We were just ending the party, you can walk 

away safely,” McCall said he would say to people 
leaving at a brisk pace.

Move-in
On Saturday afternoon, on South Green, cars 

lined the road as dorm residents unpacked their 
cars and moved in.

Vincent Eguakun, 22, a senior who was moving 
into Sowle Hall, said he had a feeling his senior year 
would be more exciting than last year.

“It feels right — it feels right,” Eguakun said. “Es-
pecially senior year, that’s what I was worried about, 
losing senior year.”

Brad and Kathy Parker, of West Lafayette, 
Indiana, were moving their sophomore daughter 
into Sowle, and said the atmosphere was completely 
different than when they moved in last year.

“We’re really happy for her and are excited
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Returning students gathered for large parties, such as this one on Palmer Street, throughout the weekend. 


