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Athens in 2040? You can help with the answer
Draft comprehensive plan 
now available for inspection; 
planner agrees that pandemic 
may alter plans for the future
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

W
hat will the city of Athens look like in 2040? And 
how harshly will the coronavirus pandemic affect 
our city’s businesses, government and other opera-

tions, including Ohio University?
The first question lies at the core of the city of Athens’ 

recently released draft 20-year Comprehensive Plan. The city is 
hoping to receive feedback on that plan, which can be viewed 
with this story online at www.athensnews.com.

As to the second question, Athens City Planner Paul Logue 
acknowledged that he has struggled with that question. For 
now, he said he’s holding off on asking Athens City Council to 
approve the comprehensive plan. The document was created 
after three years of work, using feedback from multiple public 
meetings during which hundreds of residents’ input was gath-
ered.

“I’m sure there are some items in this plan that will need 
revisited due to the impacts of the pandemic,” Logue said in 
a news release about the plan. “On the whole, though, I am 
confident that the vision, guiding principles, and key recom-
mendations in this plan will hold true then as they did when 
this endeavor started in late 2017.”

Logue in an interview Tuesday said he’s not sure what the 
long-term impacts of the pandemic will be on the city’s plans 
for economic development and on the broader business com-
munity.

He added, “What will happen with Ohio University and 
their plans as far as how long students will be doing an online 
curriculum, with most students not being in Athens?” he asked. 
“Again, we just don’t know what those numbers are going to 
look like or for how long.”

Nonetheless, Logue said he’s confident that the bulk of the 
plan remains solid and does provide a good roadmap for the 
city’s future; at the same time, he still wants to hear from local 
residents about their reaction to the plan, and that will include 
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Th e draft  Athens Comprehensive Plan is now available for public inspection. Photo (at the Stimson Avenue city entrance) by Conor Morris.


