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No admission 
tax after all?

Nelsonville City Council tables effort to tax nonprofits

!e Nelsonville Music Festival, signified here in a 2015 photo by Dennis E. Powell, would be especially impacted by a 5 percent admission tax.

By Kayla Beard
Athens NEWS General Assignment Reporter

A 
gathering storm of controversy over an event admission tax amend-
ment before Nelsonville City Council has been averted, at least 
for now. City Council voted unanimously to table the ordinance 

Monday evening after hearing from around 20 people, nearly all of them 
speaking against the proposal.

At this point, it’s unclear if and when City Council will bring the 
amended emergency ordinance back for action, though further discussions 
are planned.

Opponents, led by Stuart’s Opera House Executive Director Tim Peacock, 
argued that as a tax-exempt nonprofit, Stuart’s Opera House is legally ex-
empt from a 5 percent admission tax (for admissions over $10) adopted on 
Feb. 26, 2018, and going into effect on June 1 of that year. Their attorney has 

assured them that this is the case, Peacock has stated. He and many others 
maintain that such a tax will unfairly impact the Nelsonville Music Festi-
val, which Stuart’s puts on late spring, as well as the Hocking Valley Scenic 
Railway.

The amendment, if approved, was intended to confirm that no exemp-
tion to the admission tax exists for nonprofits such as Stuart’s and the Scenic 
Railway.

Supporters of not exempting the aforementioned nonprofits from the 
admission tax, mainly some city officials and council members, have argued 
that the groups should levy the tax on admissions in order to help pay for 
safety and other services connected to the Nelsonville Music Festival and 
other events. They’ve maintained that without new revenues, the city of 
Nelsonville faces a worsening economic crisis, with layoffs possible and even 
the pool closing.
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