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Local businesses must adapt or close
During COVID-19 pandemic...

By Conor Morris 
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

E
ven as Ohio begins to slowly reopen certain 
sectors of the economy, Athens County busi-
nesses are struggling to stay afloat during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
Despite that struggle, business owners are trying 

to stay hopeful, and positive stories of community 
strength during a dark time abound. Over at Tavo-
lino, a small Italian restaurant on North Shafer Street 
in Athens, owner Emily Christine (Johnson) has been 
providing free lunches to people, no questions asked, 
for six weeks now.

“I’ve decided to do it at least through September,” 
she said. 

She said she knows many people are struggling 
right now, having lost their jobs or otherwise had 
their hours reduced, so this is her way of helping her 
community. 

“It’s a thank you to the community, because 
everybody has been really supportive and wonderful, 
and there are already a lot of people in this area that 
are not doing OK food-wise, and now there are even 
more because of this entire (pandemic),” Johnson 
said.

She also has a “soup on hold” policy where people 
can pay forward for a free bowl of soup for anybody 
stopping by who needs one, which she said is being 
used “heavily” right now.

As of last Thursday, the total number of people 
in Ohio who had filed for unemployment was about 
965,566, almost 9 percent of the state’s total popula-
tion.
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Alexis Mikanik, a retail associate with Fluff  Bakery in Athens, hands over a coff ee on Tuesday morning through Fluff ’s window in uptown Athens. Photo by Conor Morris.


