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Beware a black hole
It may seem dark, but be-
lieve me, the light’s ahead. 
See page 4

WEARING
THIN

Baton Rouge style
Reporter from Louisiana TV 
station gets Athens immersion. 
See page 15

Hail to the farmers
APP exhibit directs lenses at 
local farmers, Farmers Market. 
See page 16

The weekend before Christmas 
and all through the house... 
See page 18-19

 What’s
happening

Part 1 of Joe’s journey
We begin a three-part series 
charting Joe Burrow’s trajectory 
from AHS to LSU. See page 12
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! is screenshot of the main Facebook fundraiser inspired by Joe Burrow’s Heisman Trophy acceptance speech Saturday night was 
taken around 11:30 a.m. Wednesday. ! e amount likely increased a few seconds later.

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he entire country’s eyes turned to rural Athens County this week after 
Heisman Trophy winner and Athens-area native Joe Burrow called at-
tention to the issues of poverty and child hunger in his home county 

during his Heisman acceptance speech Saturday evening in New York City.
The award presentation show, which was telecast on ESPN in primetime, 

reportedly drew 2.54 million viewers. 
Burrow’s mention of poverty in Athens  County and southeast Ohio 

sparked several online fundraisers including a locally based one that as of 
Wednesday morning had raised more than $430,000 in donations for the 
Athens County Food Pantry.

That money will be put to good use.
In Athens County, roughly 30 percent of all children in 2017 lived in 

households that were below the poverty level; that same year, the total rate 
of people living below the poverty line in Athens County was roughly 30.7 
percent, which would be the highest rate in all of Ohio (and almost three 
times the national average).

Meanwhile, more than one in four children in Athens County are still 
considered “food insecure,” meaning there’s little certainty about when their 
next meal will come.

Burrow – who won this year’s Heisman award for his stellar college 

Burrow’s words 
unleash torrent 
of $$$ for local 
Food Pantry

Continued on page 9


