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Local agencies prep for coronavirus
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

W
hile no confirmed cases of the 
novel coronavirus – aka COVID-19 
– have been reported yet in Ohio, 

the Athens City-County Health Department, 
local health-care agencies and Ohio Univer-
sity have all made preparations for the virus, 
which has begun spreading in the U.S. with 
60 confirmed cases across 12 states as of 
Wednesday morning.

OU on March 2 announced that it has 
temporarily restricted university-related travel 
to all countries that are listed under the Level 
3 and Level 2 warning level from the federal 
Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention 
(CDC). That would include Level 3 countries 
China, Iran, South Korea and Italy and Level 2 
country Japan.

“The university has also canceled inbound 
programs and associated travel from Warning 
Level 2 and 3 countries effective immediately,” 
an alert page on OU’s website reads. “University 
is asking all students currently abroad to return 
from Warning Level 2 and Warning Level 3 
countries” (more on that later).

Officials with the CDC, the National 
Institutes of Health, and other national and 
international agencies warned in late Febru-
ary that spread of the coronavirus in the U.S. is 
“inevitable,” despite efforts at that time by the 
Trump administration to downplay the threat 
of the virus’ spread into the country. The World 
Health Organization reported on March 

Continued on page 2

It’s still fl u season, and that means that local urgent care facilities, including OhioHealth’s Urgent Care on West Union Street in Athens, are busy, as you can see by 
the line extending to just behind the front door on Tuesday. " e much-talked-about coronavirus is diff erent from the average fl u, however, and local agencies are 
recommending you call your doctor fi rst before showing up in person if you think you might be sick from the virus. Photo by Conor Morris.


