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Take Back the Night
Telling the stories behind the movement

Around 200 people participated in the Tack Back the Night March !ursday evening on the OU campus and uptown Athens. Here they’re walking up South Court Street. Photo 
by Mallory Golski.

Editors’ note: Please be warned that this story shares multiple painful experi-
ences that survivors of sexual assault and other abuse have endured in Athens 
and elsewhere. However, these speakers and others interviewed by The NEWS 
wish to share their stories to break down myths and stigmas around sexual 
assault. We’ll have a second article in an upcoming edition further exploring 
these issues.

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A
ll too often, because of the sensitive nature of the crime, the story of 
sexual assault is told in numbers. In Athens since 2004, the Police 
Department has written up crime reports for 208 rapes and 208 

other sex crimes, an average of roughly 14 reports of rape and 14 reports of 
other sex crimes per year.

But across the country and locally a painful story is behind each report 
of a rape or sexual assault. And the reports mentioned above don’t even 

account for those that never report these crimes, or reports to the Ohio Uni-
versity Police Department and other area police agencies (the OUPD and 
APD received a total of 28 reports of sexual assault alone last fall semester).

The sheer number of people affected locally by sexual and relationship-
based violence partly explains why every year hundreds of people show up 
for speeches and an annual march – organized by Ohio University organiza-
tions and departments – to “Take Back the Night” in Athens, with speakers 
and marchers hoping to “reclaim” that same space where so many people 
have been victimized.

OU Survivor Advocacy Program Director Kim Castor and My Sister’s 
Place Executive Director Kelly Cooke started off the Take Back the Night 
program before 300-plus people in the university’s Baker Ballroom last 
Thursday evening.

“Your presence here tonight matters,” Castor declared. “It matters to the 
people who are watching out of their dorm-room window, to the perpetra-
tors who got away with it; it matters to the many victims that will see you 
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