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Athens City Council on Monday rushed 
through passage of an ordinance to spend over 
$91,000 on mandatory racial equity training for 
all city employees.

In its first meeting after the July recess, council 
completed the Finance and Personnel Committee 
hearing on the proposal, then suspended the rules 
and passed it unanimously after first reading.

The ordinance allows Athens Mayor Steve 
Patterson to spend up to $91,650 from the city’s 

general fund on racial equity training through 
the National League of Cities “Race, Equity and 
Leadership” courses. All 251 city employees will 
be required to complete the training.

According to the NLC website, REAL was 
created in 2015 in response to unrest in Fergu-
son, Missouri. NLC’s REAL program “helps to 
empower and equip local officials with tools to 
address racial disparities in their communities,” 
the website says.

The training normally costs approximately 
$102,000, Athens Council Member Sam Crowl 
said, but the city gets a 10% discount on the 

training because Athens is a member of the NLC. 
With the discount, the cost per employees for the 
training is $365.14.

“While this is fairly expensive for the train-
ing, you can’t put a price tag on the public health 
crisis racism is,” Patterson said.

When asked for comment on Tuesday, former 
council member Pat McGee burst out laughing.

“We obviously have a difference of opinion as 
to the value of the public’s money,” he said. “Why 
don’t they give $100,000 to WOUB and instruct 
people to watch their wonderful shows about rac-
ism? They would have a much better sense of our 
history from that.”

Patterson told City Council on Monday that he 
had been working with the NLC for seven or eight 
months to bring the REAL program to Athens.

The program offers courses at multiple levels. 
All city employees will take the REAL 100 and 
200 courses, Patterson said.

Athens City Council Member Sarah Grace, 
who already has taken the REAL 100 course, said 
it was a “fantastic class.”

“I am proud of Athens for taking this step and 
for requiring it of all our city employees because 
it’s very valuable,” Grace said.

City officials including department managers 
will take the REAL 300 course, which includes 
higher-level racial equity concepts. Even fewer 
city officials, Patterson said, will take the REAL 
400 course, which “trains the trainer,” preparing 
city officials to continue education in the city 
after the program concludes.

“Then we will have individuals who will carry 
on training as we move forward,” Patterson said.

The program also includes consulting services 
and a community survey, in which NLC and 
REAL consultants will advise the Racial Equity 
Coalition and Athens City in holding community 
dialogue sessions about systemic racism. (Mem-
bers of the Racial Equity Coalition could not be 
reached by publication time.)

“There would be a city-employee wide survey 
the data for that will be informative to REAL 
where REAL can somewhat customize a training 
platform,” Patterson said.

Council hopeful Damon Krane, however, is 
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Athens Council OKs over $91,000 
for racial equity training

Nelsonville policeman 
killed in 3-vehicle crash

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A 
Nelsonville police officer died in a 
three-vehicle crash Tuesday afternoon 
while responding to a report of shots 

being fired.
Around 2:26 p.m. on Tuesday, NPD officer 

Scott Dawley and several other officers were 
responding to a report of shots fired on the east 
side of Nelsonville, said Police Chief Scott Fitch.

While on route, Dawley and others were 
traveling eastbound on Canal Street when he 
was involved in a three-vehicle accident at the 
intersection of Canal and Rocky Boots Way by 
the Rocky Boots outlet store.

Dawley suffered serious injuries in the crash, 
and first responders performed CPR on him, 
Fitch said. He was transported to OhioHealth 
O’Bleness Hospital and was pronounced dead at 
the hospital.

“This is a tragic event and I can’t even begin 
to express how sorry I am for Scott Dawley and 
his family,” Fitch said.

One driver in another vehicle was airlifted 
to Columbus for emergency medical attention, 
and the driver of the third vehicle sustained 
non-life-threatening injuries.

Fitch asked for privacy for Dawley’s family.
“I would like the community to be respectful 

to the Dawley family and allow them to have 
privacy in this tragic time — and keep the Nel-
sonville police officers, especially officer Daw-
ley in their thoughts and prayers,” Fitch said.

Fitch said The Ohio State Highway Patrol 
crash investigation team is taking over the 
investigation of the incident.

The fatal crash comes on the heels of last 
week’s shooting of an NPD officer during an 
attempted vehicular assault while responding to 
a domestic violence call.

Fitch said he worries about the younger of-
ficers in the NPD who have had to experience 
such a short succession of tragedies.

“It’s been a rough couple weeks — I worry 
about these young officers — it’s been a lot for 
them to endure this early on in their careers,” 
Fitch said. “As a chief, it just worries you.”

Another driver airlifted to Columbus


