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Busy summer
Street-closing request for Boogie 
festival highlights busy summer 
schedule. See page 10

Don’t miss these bands
Nelsonville Music Festival 
bosses ID some great under-the-
radar bands. See page 17

Most eyes and ears will be de-
toured to the Nelsonville Music 
Festival, but there’s still a few 
things happening elsewhere. 
See page 19-20

 What’s
happening

Longtime OU AD exits
Ohio Athletics Director Jim 
Schaus takes job with Southern 
Conference. See page 9

EVERY THURSDAY – FREE

www.athensnews.com

Thursday, June 6, 2019

Hooper – Best News Coverage 

2019

Hocking’s globe-trotting president
College has funded work trips for Betty Young from India to Jamaica, with lots in between
By Conor Morris 
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

H
ocking College expense reports show 
that college President Betty Young 
spent more than $55,000 in college 

funds on travel-related expenses for the 27 
months between November 2016 and Febru-
ary 2019.

The trips – which Young in an interview 
earlier this year argued were necessary to con-
tinue the community college’s mission – in-
cluded travel to New Delhi, India; Jamaica; Las 
Vegas, Nevada; Andros Island (the Bahamas); 
New York City; New Orleans; and a variety of 
other locations.

Many of the trips were to yearly confer-
ences hosted by organizations of which 
Hocking College is a member, Young said. 
Those include the American Association of 
Community Colleges, Community Colleges of 
Appalachia, and the Association of Commu-
nity College Trustees. 

In the interview earlier this spring, she 
staunchly defended the necessity of the expen-
ditures and her own ethical behavior. Young 
said she believes she’s frugal in her expendi-
tures, noting that she never flies first class, 
regularly tries to find good deals on flights, 
and often spends her own money when paying 
for meals above the college’s per diem prices 
(which are set at $6 for breakfast, $8 for lunch 
and $16 for dinner).

“My reputation, my ethics of how I oper-

ate, is too critical to ever do anything that 
wouldn’t be working for the institution… and 
the same thing for the Board (of Trustees), 
too,” Young said.

As a comparison, Ohio University President 
Duane Nellis had roughly $26,000 in travel 

expenditures in the full year between Sept. 1, 
2017 and Sept. 1, 2018, according to records 
obtained by The NEWS. The NEWS plans on 
writing a follow-up story on travel expendi-
tures at OU in the future.

While that amount, if extrapolated out to 

the 27 months reflected in the Hocking Col-
lege travel-expense report, would exceed the 
amount spent for President Young, OU is a 
much bigger institution, with fundraising and 
alumni networking being key parts of of Nellis’ 
duties as president.  

Young, however, argued that her travels 
help bring grant funding to Hocking College 
and assist in forging partnerships between the 
college and other organizations.

For example, Hocking College has a part-
nership with the country of Jamaica’s Ministry 
of Education, and as of last spring, Hocking 
had five exchange students from Jamaica (this 
fall Hocking will have students go to Jamaica). 
She also said that the ministry pays Hocking to 
perform training for Jamaican professors and 
high-school teachers.

Young’s trip to Jamaica in July 2017 (for six 
days) included a $1,105 stay at two hotels, $911 
for airfare and $427 in other expenses. She had 
another seven-day trip to Jamaica in 2018 but 
that trip was paid for by the country, according 
to the documents provided by the college.

One of the most expensive trips for Young 
during the time period outlined above was 
roughly $3,448 for a flight to New Delhi, 
India, and her hotel there, for a 10-day trip in 
2017, which included $386 in other expenses 
(including the school paying for her to buy 
a $31.55 India flag). Young said that trip was 
necessary because she was being recognized 
for her work with the college by the ALL 

Continued on page 2

Hocking College President Betty Young in her office during the April interview with !e Athens NEWS. Photo 
by Conor Morris.

Powell pays tribute to the late 
Leon Redbone. See page 4
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