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 What’s
happening

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

S
everal people, including independent pro-
gressive candidate Damon Krane, expressed 
their displeasure with Athens Mayor Steve 

Patterson during and after Monday’s City Coun-
cil meeting, following the leak of a conversation 
between Patterson and county Republicans. (See 
related story on page 2.)

Krane and a former city council candidate 
derided council for what they said was a lack of a 
response to what they described as questionable 
behavior by the mayor.

In public comment time during the meet-
ing, Krane called on council members to decide 
whether Patterson’s private comments reflect 
their values.

“Given that the mayor did this while he was 
acting on your behalf, what do you have to say 
about his behavior? Was he acting appropriately 
or not?” Krane said.

Last week, The Athens NEWS and Messenger 
reported on a leaked audio conversation between 
Patterson and Athens County Republicans dur-
ing a private lunch, in which Patterson bashes the 
independent candidates and fails to defend sit-
ting Council Members Ben Ziff and Micah Mc-
Carey, who GOP members branded “far liberal.”

Patterson also thanked Republicans for their 
support in defeating progressive candidates in 
2019, adding he wanted to “make a statement” 
out of Krane.

Patterson maintains his meeting with the 
Republicans was to inform them of city issues 
and projects, adding that the point of the meeting 
“was to educate” the Republicans.
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Independent Damon Krane addresses City Council on his concerns about Mayor Steve Patterson’s conduct.

By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he Depot Street stairs’ days are numbered: 
Athens Deputy Service Safety Director 
Andrew Chiki said Tuesday that the stairs 

facilitating pedestrian travel between Washington 
and Union streets will be demolished next week.

The stairs were closed in June because severe 
structural problems — including rotting wood 
and missing planks — made them hazardous. 
Demolitions is set to begin next Monday

Plans to replace the stairs were delayed 
because contractors were unwilling to do the 
work with lumber prices high. City workers will 
complete the project instead, Chiki said. Rather 
than rebuild the stairs entirely, he said, the city 
will re-grade some of the slope and place crushed 
rock to create a trail. The stairs will be replaced 
only on the steeper inclines.

The stairs’ physical condition aren’t the only 
concern, though. Area residents and workers have 
reported increased concerns about crime. 

Heather Withee, 34, a bartender who works 
near the area, said she was assaulted and robbed 

by three men while using the stairs to walk home 
from work late at night last week.

“It’s just upsetting and I don’t want other 
people to be in danger as well,” Withee said.

Withee said she would like to see more Athens 
Police Department patrols of the area and in-
creased lighting to increase safety.

“I know it’s technically a dead end street but 
there is a lot of negative activity,” Withee said. 
“People not feeling safe around where I work is 
not something I want to be happening.”

The city will conduct a safety and lighting 
review of the area when the demolition begins, 
Chiki said. A streetlight at the top of Depot Street 
offers some illumination, he said, but lighting will 
be looked into during the construction process. 
Streetlights in the city are owned by American 
Electric Power.

According to a records request, APD has 
received no reports of crimes occurring on the 
Depot Street stairs in several months. Withee said 
she called APD when the incident happened but 
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