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C
ounty officials who have reviewed the 
results of the 2020 U.S. Census say they 
want clarification about some of the 

figures — and Nelsonville says it won’t give up its 
city status without a fight.

In a meeting last Wednesday with represen-
tatives of the Census Bureau, county officials 
learned that Athens County’s population  de-
creased by 3.4% over the last decade. 

“That was a lot of fun, wasn’t it? I’m glad 
it’s over,” Athens County Commissioner Chris 
Chmiel said as the Zoom meeting was ending.

Then on Friday,  Nelsonville officials received 
a proclamation from Secretary of State Frank 
LaRose declaring that the city will revert to vil-
lage status in 30 days. The census estimated the 
city’s population in 2019 at 5,130, just above the 
minimum 5,000 needed to remain a city. The 
2020 results show Nelsonville with 4,612 resi-
dents — 10% lower than the previous estimate.

City Manager Scott Frank said the Nelsonville 
will challenge the results.

Athens County’s population loss is part of 
a regional trend: Of the six other neighboring 
counties (Perry, Washington, Hocking, Vinton, 
Morgan and Meigs), all counties declined, with 
Morgan County losing 8.3% of its population 
since 2010.

However, Chmiel said that officials represent-
ing the county’s municipalities and townships 
should regroup in a month after thinking about 
some of the implications of the data.

“It was a challenging time for our community 
to have a census, especially with the university 
population not being in the county,” Chmiel said.

According to the official data presented 
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City nixes block party
By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he City of Athens announced Monday 
there will be no sanctioned Halloween 
block party this year due to the pandemic 

— the second year in a row the massive Court 
Street event has been canceled.

Streets will remain open and no activities, 
bandstands or vendors will be scheduled, accord-
ing to a release.

Mayor Steve Patterson could not be reached 
for comment by publication time.

City Service Safety Director Andy Stone said 
it wouldn’t be “responsible to encourage a mass 
gathering” and that “traditionally, Halloween is 
lots of people packed closely together.”

“We needed to get one more year (of no block 
party) and then next year we’ll be back in a some-
what normal fashion,” Stone said.

He added the city needed to let organizers, ven-
dors and performers know the status of the event.

Halloween block party director Brandon 
Thompson said the news of the cancellation was 
“upsetting.”

“But I’ve just had this feeling ever since I saw 

our vaccination rates plateau over the summer 
that Halloween might be a casualty of that,” 
Thompson said in an email. “I’m sure there are 
people who are happy to not see it happen this 
year and that’s fine, but there are many people 
missing out on the fun.”

As a performer under the name DJ B-Funk, 
Thompson said he sympathizes with the per-
formers who will not be able to perform this year.

Stone and Patterson had previously indicated 
in a committee meeting in September that it was 
not likely the event would resume this year, citing 
a surge in COVID-19 cases.

“We are certainly watching things closely and 
deciding what is the safest thing for our commu-
nity,” Patterson said in mid-September.

Although the city has already approved street 
closures for a possible block party, city officials 
previously stressed that it was a precautionary 
measure rather than an indication the event was 
moving forward.

Since 1974, the Athens Halloween party that 
encompasses Uptown and student housing areas 
has drawn thousands of people looking for a 
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