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When the Meigs mines closed
Part II in a series on our region’s coal-mining past

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

W
hen news broke in 2000 about the im-
pending closure of Southern Ohio Coal 
Company’s Meigs County mine complex, 

worries abounded about the devastating impact that 
the loss of hundreds of local jobs would have on the 
region, including in Athens County where many of 
the miners lived.

The two-mine complex at that time employed 
about 825 people, with an annual payroll of roughly 
$70 million. At the time of its closure in 2003, the 
“Meigs mines” as they were known represented the 
last major mining operation in the immediate region 
to close its doors (Buckingham Coal in northern 
Athens County/southern Perry County is still oper-
ating, but just laid off 102 employees this past fall). 
The Meigs Division underground mines produced 
about 6 million tons of coal per year at their peak, 
supplying most of the load for the Gavin Power 
Plant in Gallia County.

The story of Southern Ohio Coal Company 
(known as SOCCO) largely echoes the story of most 
coal mines in the region, but there’s a significant 
twist at the end of this tale that highlights the resil-
iency of this region and its people.

MAJOR ELECTRIC UTILITY American 
Electric Power (AEP) developed the SOCCO 
underground mine complex in the ’70s, which cre-
ated many hundreds of well-paying jobs. However, 
changing market forces, new regulations and a 
depletion of marketable coal reserves led to major 

Continued on page 2

Above le!  photo: Former Southern 
Ohio Coal Company miner Cecil Dil-
lon, le! , and shown in the above photo, 
was one of the grass-roots leaders of 
an eff ort to secure funding for training 
and education for miners at that Meigs 
County complex, prior to the mines’ fi -
nal closing in 2003. You can see a photo 
of part of that mining complex in Meigs 
County in the photo at le! , taken at 
some point in the 1980s. Photos above 
provided by Cecil Dillon. Photo at le!  
provided by Jim Tompkins.


