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By Cole Behrens and Corinne Colbert
Athens NEWS Team

T
he City of Athens says it wants to make 
the area around White’s Mill safer and 
turn the artificial Hocking River channel 

below the mill into a usable recreation space. But 
the owners of White’s Mill have their own plans 
— and say the city has kept them out of the loop 
about its ideas.

City officials want the U.S Army Corps of En-
gineers Huntington (WV) District to conduct a 
study of the river, which was rerouted after floods 
wreaked havoc on the OU campus and Athens 
community in 1964 and 1968.

At the time, the river ran parallel to West 
Union Street up to the Athens County Fair-
grounds, veering southwest toward the Athens 
Asylum before curving back to run under the 
Richland Avenue bridge behind Peden Stadium. 
It was a more sinuous course that ran through 
the middle of the lower OU campus.

In 1969, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

began creating a new channel for the river, start-
ing just below White’s Mill. The project, com-
pleted in 1971, not only shifted nearly five miles 
of the river’s course through Athens, but also 
realigned and straightened the waterway.

Remains of the river’s original course can be 
seen on the Ohio University campus: a small 
creek that runs behind Boyd Hall, under the 
Richland Avenue Bridge, behind Baker Center, 
through Emeriti Park and under South Green 
Drive to empty into the artificial channel be-
tween the Ping Center and Walter Fieldhouse.

The modern corps doesn’t undertake such 
drastic measures to avert flooding. “Does the 
project as it was constructed currently provide 
flood-risk protection to Athens? I would say 
certainly yes,” David Humphreys, former com-
pleted projects inspector for the Corps, said in 
2019. “Would it be something we would build at 
Athens today if we reformulated that project and 
started from scratch? Probably not.”

Mill owners say city left 
them out of study plans
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S
even Athens County residents have died 
of COVID-19 in the past week, bringing 
the total to 83 deaths from the coronavirus 

since the beginning of the pandemic.
Athens County recorded three new deaths 

from COVID-19 on Friday and reported four 
more on Tuesday. Five of the deaths were 
people in the 70s, one was over 80, and one was 
someone in their 20s, according to data from the 
Ohio Department of Health.

Athens County recorded 12 new cases on 
Tuesday and 15 on Monday. As of Tuesday, there 
were 342 active cases throughout Athens County.

In the past 14 days, 5.4% of those tested 
for COVID-19 in Athens County had positive 
results. Three were reported hospitalized on 
Tuesday, according to data.

Ohio COVID-19 cases have been on a steady 
decline for weeks, with 2,325 new cases over the 
last 24 hours — the lowest daily case count since 
Aug. 14, according to News 5 in Cleveland.

A little less than half (48.27%) of Athens 
County’s residents have received at least one 
dose of a coronavirus vaccine. The highest vac-
cination rates are among those 70 and older; 
more than 80% of elderly county residents have 
received the vaccine. The lowest rate, 43.16%, is 
among people in their 20s.

On Tuesday, the state reported 3,807 new 
cases, 283 new hospitalizations, 33 new ICU 
admissions and 209 additional deaths. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, 1.53 
million Ohioans have tested positive for the 
coronavirus. Of those, 24,154 have died of CO-
VID-19 and 79,136 have been hospitalized. The 
ages of the dead range from less than 1 year old 
to 111;  the median age is 39. More than 17 mil-
lion Ohioans have been tested for the virus.

Statewide, 55% have begun the vaccination 
process. Of the nearly 10,000 state residents who 
died of COVID since Jan. 1, 2021, 9,768 were 
not fully vaccinated. To date the state has re-
corded 227 deaths and 1,495 from breakthrough 
infections (virus or antigens detected more than 
14 days after completing vaccination without a 
prior positive test).

Seven more 
COVID deaths 
in county

River rumble


