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Hospital status report
O’Bleness says that for now it 
has ‘adequate’ supplies, equip-
ment and staff. See page 3

‘Pandemic’ license
Two childcare centers in Athens 
Co. are authorized to stay open, 
with fewer kids. See page 11

Spring springs forth
The glorious cherry trees at OU 
are blossoming. See page 12
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Now’s the time to remember 
the lessons of the derecho. 
See page 4
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W
ith Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announcing on Monday that Ohio 
will be extending the suspension of in-school education at Ohio’s 
K-12 schools through May 1, due to the coronavirus pandemic 

(COVID-19), it looks possible that Athens County’s schools will stay closed 
for a while.

DeWine said that Ohio’s government will “re-evaluate” that order as it 
gets closer to May 1. The Athens City School District’s scheduled last day of 
school this school year is May 28.

That being the case, how will our area school districts continue educa-
tion, especially in an area where Internet access is such a big issue?

Athens City School District’s solution, as well as several other local 

school districts incuding Trimble Local Schools, is to provide a large number 
of Chromebooks (laptops) and WiFi data hotspots to allow students to 
continue their education at home, Athens City Schools Supt. Tom Gibbs said 
Tuesday.

The order announced Monday by DeWine, signed by Ohio Depart-
ment of Health Director Dr. Amy Acton, extends a previous order from the 
Department of Health that had closed down those schools since early-to-
mid-March.

As of Tuesday afternoon, ACSD had given out somewhere in the ballpark 
of 350 WiFi hotspots to students who had requested them (a total of roughly 
260 households, Gibbs said). Meanwhile, the School District has provided 
approximately 2,000 Chromebooks to students (the hotspots and Chrome-
books were given to families during drop-off events recently at the local 

Continued on page 2

Cheryl Krivesti, an Athens City School District paraprofessional, center, in blue, hands over a Chromebook to a local parent after checking them off on a list during a drop-off 
event at The Plains Elementary School in The Plains on Friday last week. Photo by Conor Morris.

Local schools learning to cope
With pandemic-induced closures extending to May 1 at least...


