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Opioid crisis 
reaps collateral 
damage

By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A
thens County Children Services, and children services agencies 
across the state, have struggled in recent years with a growing num-
ber of abuse and neglect cases as a result of drug-addiction issues 

among parents.
Barbara Cline, quality assurance supervisor at Athens County Children 

Services, said in an interview earlier this year that her agency has seen an 
increase in child abuse and neglect referrals because of parents who are 
struggling with opioid or other drug addictions. These cases are all the more 
difficult because these families often are already impoverished, or are strug-
gling with mental-health issues.

“When you’re addicted and (money) is going toward that (addiction), 
then other things are not being taken care of,” Cline said.

Statewide, the Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO) 
issued a report in December 2018 that showed a 28% increase in children in 
the custody of children services agencies in Ohio since 2013. There’s been an 
accompanying massive increase in service needs and costs since that time, 
partly as a result of the opioid addiction epidemic taking hold in Ohio.

Cline said that substance abuse was a factor in 26% of the 1,866 total 
referrals that agency received last year. About 550 of those referrals met the 
criteria to be investigated by Athens County Children Services, and 205 
of those involved the parents of children struggling with drug addictions. 
Meanwhile, the agency had 60 new custody cases last year, and substance 
abuse was a major factor in 33 of those cases, Cline said (opioid use ac-
counted for a large portion of those cases).

Every April (National Child Abuse Awareness Month), Athens County 
Children Services places dozens of pinwheels in the ground near the Children 
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Child abuse and neglect cases increase with parents’ addictions

A crop of pinwheels blooms on the lawn of Athens County Children Services along East State Street in Athens, representing adults in the community who made a referral to that 
agency a!er suspecting a child was being abused or neglected. Photo by Conor Morris.


