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Ballot battle
City Council member struggles 
to get name on the ballot. 
See page 8

Major tunes
Big day Saturday at the Fur 
Peace Ranch. See page 15

With Brew Week wrapping 
up, it’s gonna be a hot time in 
Athens. See page 12-14

 What’s
happening

Revitalizing Glouster
Group takes concrete steps 
toward improving north-county 
town. See page 3
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Last-minute bid made to save old OU house
OU says it’s way too late to 
stop demolition process on 
‘Brown House’ near Jeff Hill
By Conor Morris
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

A 
Columbus attorney and Ohio University alum 
is questioning the university’s $711,000 project 
to demolish the 90-year-old Brown House on 

University Terrace, right next to College Green.
Bret Adams, a Columbus attorney and an Athens 

property developer, told The NEWS on Friday last 
week that he has offered to buy the house – located 
at 2 University Terrace –  for far less than the demoli-
tion price to preserve it and renovate it, either as a 
residence or for another purpose that the university 
might be amenable to.

However, it doesn’t look like the university is going 
to budge on its current plans to demolish the building, 
which was built in 1928. The OU Board of Trustees in 
June approved demolition of the building, as well as an 
old maintenance building located on Jefferson Hill, at 
a cost of roughly $815,000.

University Planner Shawna Bolin said in response 
to Athens NEWS questions last Friday that the univer-
sity already has begun the “abatement” part of the de-
molition process. Workers were busy Friday afternoon 
tearing out materials from the building, with a fence 
erected around the property.

Bolin said in her email that the total cost of the 
demolition project is actually about $711,000.

That dollar amount includes “abatement, demoli-
tion, site restoration, addition of lighting, and other 
miscellaneous contract costs,” Bolin said, as well as 

Continued on page 2
Columbus attorney Bret Adams stands in front of OU’s Brown House, for which the process of eventual demolition has already started. Photo by Conor Morris.

Our country achieved its 
pinnacle on a day 50 years ago. 
See page 4
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