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Ho-hum
Democratic trio Democratic trio 
stays on Athens stays on Athens 
Council; voters Council; voters 
pass all ballot pass all ballot 
issuesissues
From staff reports

A
bout 27% of registered voters in Athens 
County cast ballots in the November 2 
general election, in which most races 

were uncontested or had no candidates who filed 
for open seats.

The highest-profile race was for Athens 
City Council at-large, which pitted a trio of 
incumbent Democrats against two independent 
challengers. The sitting council members — Ben 
Ziff, Micah McCarey and Sarah Grace, who ap-
peared together on yard signs and campaign ads 
— handily defeated Iris Virjee and Damon Krane.

In unconfirmed final tallies, McCarey edged 
out Grace for the greatest share of votes count-
ed, with 1,624 votes (26.6%) to Grace’s 1,620 
(26.54%). Ziff received 1,596 votes, or 26.14%. Of 
the two challengers, Virjee had greater support 
with 685 votes, or 11.22%, compared to Krane’s 
580 votes (9.5%).

Nearly 1,260 voters made only one or two 
selections in the at-large race.

“I’m incredibly excited and grateful that the 
lovely people of Athens want to see me stay on 
city council,” Ziff said. “This election cycle has 
been incredibly stressful, and I am very excited 
to be able to focus solely on doing my best for the 
people of Athens.”

Grace expressed gratitude for her support system.
“My thanks go to my family and all the vol-

unteers who worked during this election cycle 
because running for office wouldn’t be possible 
without those groups of people,” she said.

McCarey said his election is a win for diversity.
“For me, when I think about facilitating con-

ditions for positive change, this accomplishment 
feels like an important antiracist step for our 
community,” he said. “This is a win for all of us.”

Virjee, though, said the council must take a 
broader view of diversity and inclusion.

“I hope they ask themselves, ‘Who is in the 
room’ and who is being left out of the conversa-
tion,” she said in an emailed statement.

“Sure, I am disappointed — not for myself, 
but for the many people I’ve talked to over the 
course of he year that were counting on me to be 
their voice, for the sake of their families and their 
beloved community,” she wrote. “For them, this 
election means another difficult year facing cor-
ruption, deceit and disregard from those who are 
supposed to represent them.”

While Virjee’s remarks about the race were 
pointed, Krane’s were more blunt.

“Starting tomorrow, I’ll be working to help 
Ben and Micah prove me wrong about them,” 
Krane said. “If they’re not just puppets of the 
establishment, then they’ll make good on their 
campaign promises by introducing legislation 
that strengthens code enforcement, tenant rights 
and racial equity — legislation that increases gov-
ernment transparency and accessibility. They’ll 
stop voting to eliminate opportunity for public 
comment. And they’ll introduce legislation that 
investigates racial equity and accountability in 
local policing. 

“And if Sarah Grace wants to prove me wrong 
about her, she won’t stand in their way.”

Grace first joined Athens City Council in 
2017, after losing to now-Rep. Jay Edwards in 
the 2016 election for Ohio House District 94. A 
healthcare specialist, she has campaigned on con-
trolling the coronavirus pandemic and expanding 
affordable housing.

Ziff and McCarey were each appointed to 
Athens City Council in 2021 to replace outgoing 
members Pete Kotses and Beth Clodfelter, both of 
whom stepped down from their roles for separate 
reasons. Ziff, a barista at Donkey Coffee, and Mc-
Carey, also LGBT Center director, both expressed 
desire to seek the seat for reelection following the 
appointment to council. Both candidates have 
platformed on issues of diversity and inclusion 
and housing concerns.

Krane, a self-identified democratic socialist, 
announced his campaign for an at-large position 
in April. He previously ran for Athens mayor in 
2019, but was defeated by wide margins. His cam-
paign focused on housing rights, policing issues 
and discontent with the current city government.

Virjee, a recent urban planning graduate and 
bartender at The Smiling Skull Saloon, cam-
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Iris Virjee, second from le� , and Damon Krane await election results at the Smiling Skull Saloon on Tuesday night.
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