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Aid for Baileys in question
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happening

By Ben Peters
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

T
he City of Athens has little 
desire to fund the Baileys 
Trail System without the help 

of the Athens County Commission-
ers, all but guaranteeing the project 
will likely take several years longer 
to complete than was originally 
planned and its potential to impact 
the region’s economy will at the very 
least be stymied in the short term.

“Because the financial situation 
within the city is so precarious that 
I can’t believe that there would be 
much appetite to enter into a new 
agreement that was committing the 
funds without county involvement,” 
Councilmember Sam Crowl said in 
an interview.

City Council President Chris 
Knisely echoed a similar sentiment, 
saying she also doesn’t believe her 
members are eager to put forth 
additional legislation beyond the or-
dinance approved last year that com-
mitted the city to providing $90,000 
annually to the project for the next 
two decades on the condition that 
Athens County also pledge the same 
amount each year.

Nearly a year later, the Athens 
County Commissioners still haven’t 
agreed to spend the money annu-
ally as the county has experienced 
financial troubles in recent years and 
is anticipating an additional budget 
deficit in the upcoming fiscal year, 
according to The Athens Messenger.

The city’s yearly contribution to 
the project would be pulled from 
a fund comprised of tax dollars 
collected through people staying 
in hotels, chosen in hopes that trail 
goers and other tourists visiting the 
area would effectively pay for the 
project in the long term.

The problem is that fewer people 
are staying overnight in Athens ho-
tels than any other period in recent 
memory because of the pandemic, 
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significantly decreasing the fund’s 
balance and making it less likely for 
City Council to dip into the reserve 
on its own terms.

“We’re not gonna stand alone 
and, you know, fund it by ourselves 
as a city. It needed to be a joint effort 
between the city and the county,” 
Athens Mayor Steve Patterson said.

The trail system — expected to 

be more than 62 miles of mountain 
biking terrain upon completion and 
the longest contiguous trail system 
east of the Mississippi River — still 
requires more than $2.5 million 
for its construction, said Outdoor 
Recreation Council of Appalachia 
(ORCA) Director Jessie Powers, 
who oversees the project. To date, 14 
miles of trail have been constructed 

with another 12 expected to be com-
pleted by spring 2021.

The trail has primarily been 
financed up to this point through 
state and federal grants, which have 
often involved both Athens County 
and the city matching up to tens of 
thousands of dollars in order to be 


