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I’m shooting the news
Don’t mind the older guy shoot-
ing lots of photos with his cam-
era phone. See page 6

WEARING
THIN

The last waltz
Er, concert... Under the Elms has 
its final 2019 summer concert 
tonight. See page 10

Peanut butter & jelly
Effort under way to enlist local 
schools in Zero Waste project 
and boost PB&J. See page 15

Holiday weekend boasts lots 
of music and summer fun. 
See page 17-19

 What’s
happening

Who investigates?
County prosecutor, others raise 
concerns about handling of Alex 
Schools incidents. See page 2
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2019

Drag Queen 
event draws 
big audience
Lone protester shows up outside
By Cole Behrens
Athens NEWS Contributor

A
round 80 people – local children, parents and members of the 
LGBTQ community – packed the main meeting room at the Athens 
Public Library on a hot Saturday afternoon to watch and listen to 

two drag queens read inclusivity-minded stories to children.
Despite controversy surrounding drag queen-centered events scheduled 

in at least two other Ohio communities over the past several weeks, just one 
protester showed up on Saturday, holding a critical sign while standing on 
the sidewalk next to the drive into the library. He reportedly departed soon 
after the 2:15 p.m. start of the event.

Otherwise, the Drag Queen Story Time at the Athens Public Library 
proved to be a harmonious event.

Lyndsey Fought, executive director of the Southeastern Ohio Rainbow 
Alliance (SEORA), organized the event as part of Pride Month in Athens. 
She said it is incredibly valuable to host these types of youth-oriented LG-
BTQ events.

“For us, it is something to create events and services that are made for 
every age,” Fought said. “A lot of events are for adults. Having an event that’s 
geared toward children helps community building.”

Continued on page 12
During the Drag Queen Story Time at the Athens Public Library Saturday a!ernoon, drag queen Miranda Michaels (given name, 
Michael Erickson) reads a kids story to a full meeting room of kids, their parents and community members. Photo by Terry Smith.


