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“Representative 8”
A lobbyist indicted in the HB6 
scandal referenced Jay Edwards 
in an interview.
See page 3

White House report
Athens was listed as a  COVID-19 
“Red Zone” by the White House.
See page 10

Hybrid learning begins
Some ACSD students are making 
their return to district buildings.
See page 12
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Life under quarantine at OU

Continued on next page

Check out our community cal-
endar for spooky programming 
and free meals.
See page 7

 What’s
happening

By Ben Peters
Athens NEWS Associate Editor

O
hio University students who 
in recent days were ordered 
into quarantine or isolation 

by The Athens City-County Health 
Department could be criminally 
charged if they leave their assigned 
residence hall before the date pre-
scribed to them, with few exceptions, 
according to an agreement students 
signed within their housing contract.

Quarantined or isolated students 
who are not under an order from the 
health department found in violation 
of the agreement could be barred 
entirely from residence halls after 
they’re released, according to a copy 
of the agreement obtained by The 
Athens NEWS.

The health department did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment on what specifically stu-
dents who disobey its orders could 
be charged with.

The university may track swipes 
of students’ key cards to monitor 
whether they violated quarantine 
or isolation. Students in lockdown 
will only be able to swipe into their 
assigned residence hall, Hudson Hall 
— where Campus Care is located 
— or another on-campus testing 
site. Their cards won’t allow them 
to swipe into any other university 
facilities.

Students can’t leave their rooms 
unless they’re using an assigned 
restroom or to get food. In some 
instances, a case manager assigned 
to students through OhioHealth may 
instruct them to leave their room 
in the event of an unanticipated 
circumstance, such as a facility issue, 
a university spokesperson said.

The university may also direct 
students to be tested at a location on 
campus and require them to move 
from a quarantine hall to an isola-
tion dorm if they receive a positive 
result, the agreement said.

“The intent is to have the ability 

Students in quarantine, isolation 
could face charges if they leave 
their building, OU contract says

An Ohio University student collects food while staying inside a quarantine hall of the university. Photo provided. 

to limit the number of times a stu-
dent is permitted to leave and to 
outline who has the authority to give 
exceptions to leaving one’s room,” 
spokesperson Carly Leatherwood 
said.

Once students receive a verbal 
or written order from the health 
department that they’re authorized 
for release from isolation or quar-

antine, they’re required to contact 
their OhioHealth case manager to 
complete an online form providing 
proof of the order. Students won’t be 
permitted to leave until the univer-
sity receives evidence of an order in 
writing, according to the agreement.

Quarantine and isolation build-
ings have no resident assistants, but 
students are instead given contact in-

formation of an on-call staff should 
they need assistance. Students are 
also prohibited from allowing guests 
into their residence halls.

The agreement stipulates that the 
university has the right to contract 
hotel rooms for quarantine or isola-
tion space should the designated 
spaces become full. For the purpose 


