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Odds & Ends
Smith cracks wise on Drag 
Queen Story Time and other 
topics of the day. See page 4

WEARING
THIN

Bigger & better
New Visitor Center to open 
Monday at Hocking Hills State 
Park. See page 13

On your mark...
After a hiatus of decades, 
uptown bicycle races return on 
Saturday. See page 16

Lots happening this weekend 
in addition to the big uptown 
bike race. See page 18-19

 What’s
happening

Creative camp
Art camp has run of Hocking 
College campus this summer. 
See page 8
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Uptown parking 
changes trigger 
citizen pushback

Some single-pole double parking smart meters have been installed uptown, along with one-meter poles. Photo by Terry Smith.

By Kayla Beard
Athens NEWS Contributor

R
ecent changes to the city of Athens’ public parking policy have struck 
a nerve with some residents, but city officials say the policy changes 
are intended to help uptown businesses by encouraging more turn-

over of high-demand parking spots..
Athens City Council voted 6-1 last October to approve the policy 

changes. Most notably, the parking changes include certain designated park-
ing zones, including for low-, moderate- and high-intensity parking; the 
implementation of short-term (20-minute) parking spaces; adjusted fees; 
and an expanded enforcement timeframe.

The latter is one of the issues that has raised complaints among citizens.
Parking meter enforcement, previously from 4 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday, now extends to 8 p.m. on those days (parking on Sundays 
and holidays remains free). 

The new rates are $1 per hour for high-intensity zones, 75 cents per hour 
for moderate-intensity zones, 50 cents per hour for low-intensity zones, and 
25 cents per 10-minute period for short-term parking zones. 

Additionally, the newly installed “smart” parking meters allow users to 
pay with a credit or debit card, mobile app or coins.

Intensity zones will be color-coded, as the city’s Deputy Service Safety Di-
rector Ron Lucas said during an Athens City Council meeting late last year. 

In an interview last week, Lucas explained that the new fee structure is in-
tended to encourage city residents and visitors to be more mindful of where 
and for how long they park.

“You set your zones for people to say, ‘hey I’m parking here for 75 cents 
Continued on page 2


