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Spangler case continues
A Nelsonville teen and his father 
have been charged.
See page 3

Athens mask ordinance
Athens City Council updated its 
mask ordinance this week.
See page 9

Pres. Nellis resignation
The exiting president didn’t fi le 
his resignation six months be-
fore his upcoming departure.
See page 10

WEEKLY EDITION – FREE 

www.athensnews.com

Wednesday, May 26, 2021

Hooper – Best News Coverage 

2019

Serah Bellar. Image provided. Inset images: Bob, Johnathan and Deborah Bellar were all arraigned last week. Photos obtained from South-
eastern Ohio Regional Jail. Josiah Bellar has also been charged. Photo provided by the Ohio Departmtment of Rehabilitation and Correction. Continued on next page

Paintball, anyone?
See page 7-8

 What’s
happening

By Ben Peters and Cole Behrens
The Athens NEWS, The Athens Mes-
senger

W
hen Serah Bellar ran away 
from her Amesville home 
in April 2020, few ques-

tioned her disappearance.
Serah, 16 at the time, was labeled 

by the Ohio Attorney General’s Of-
fice as an “endangered runaway” in 
its database of missing people. Some 
members of her enormous fam-
ily whispered about her absence in 
private. Beyond that, silence.

“Serah isn’t dead, I’d know by 
now at (sic), she’s smarter than 
people give her credit for, but she is 
gone, if she ever contacts dad and 
mom or any of us it will be on her 
terms,” her eldest sibling Benjamin 
Bellar, who’s incarcerated, wrote to 
a relative last year in a prison text 
messaging system, according to in-
dictments from The Athens County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Her family, the Bellars, have 18 
biological children and one who’s 
adopted. Speaking to law enforce-
ment, Serah’s mother, Deborah 
Bellar, once said “God would give 
her all the children she was meant to 
have,” according to court documents.

The Bellars were all forced by 
their parents, including Serah’s 
father, Robert “Bob” Bellar, to attend 
the Waverly-based Dove Outreach 
“church” run by their uncle James 
“Jim” Bellar who preached that sib-
lings are meant procreate with one 
another in the face of the apocalypse 
to repopulate the planet, documents 
show.

Jim, a self-proclaimed apostle, 
reportedly rewrote chapters of the 
Bible to fit his religious beliefs that 
were passed on to the Bellar kids. 
He was very selective about who he 
permitted at Dove Outreach, which 

Missing Athens County teen escapes 
reported sex abuse, ‘cult’-like family


